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Soviet 

talks today 

! AMMAN p.T.ji — A Soviet do- 
s legation beaded by the deputy 
I minister of foreign economic rcl*~ 
k txixu, V.F. Mddvbnv. has ar- 
j nved in A 1 *^* 1 * ** • fc 

■to begin talks Thnnday with 

> senior offiefah, ipriwfing 

I Minister Baael Janfaneh, oa M- 
. chcdnling Iordan's debt vemy- 
: meats to the Soviet Umon. 

: Reached over the phone by tbe 
i Jordan Times Wednesday, Mold* 

. visov dedmed from mating any 
' comments m*fO (be 
competes its dbaadou hoe. 
The team wiH be hoe until 
Monday. 

U.S. reaffirm 
Mldeastsfaod 

WASHINGTON (DH5) — A 
State Department spokeswoman 
Tuesday reiterated iLS. ft p part 
for the current efforts to fiuthci 
the Middle East pome process. 
Questioned abase reports that 
new CBOcboatovak Pnmdemt Vito- 
lav Hand bat offered tojwxfiito 
the Arab-Isradi conflict — a 
move that has feta welcomed by 
1 some Pa&athdam — M nw» m t 
Tutwfler replied, T don't have a 
response other titan to say we 
have a system that we’re won aa g 
very, very hard on with the 
secretary of state. If (be near 
president of Crrchnrioralaa feels 
that be coffd be bdpfoL.,, we ham 
encouraged at 9 dne.vdi 0 ifft.tiMy 
could be c onstructiv e roflhffpftl 
to the process to p l ea s e do so." 
But, she added, “we bffew m 
have a system riff# at tins jqo- 
meat that we have been caeMly 
nurturing and parading and work- 
ing towards.” 

Namibia: 
set tor' 



JOHAN 

Namibia's constituent' 
voted muHHHtoady Wi 
declare independence from Sooth 

South Africmf*^ Assertion 
news agency reported. The vote 
try rite 72-seat awcmbly, set to 
become theNantibianparitanwnt 
after independence, was one of 
the territory’s final preparations 
to end seven decades of South 
African rule. ■ 

Aden frees 32 . 

political prisoners 

SANAA (R)— - South Yemeni 
President Haider Abu Bakr A1 
Attas ordered .Wednesday thejre- 
lease of 32 political p*r 
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including sn m a w t e n of ousted 
President An Nasser Moham-. 
maif , Radio Aden,- monitored in 
Sanaa, said the order covered 22 
p ris one rs detained since Moham- 
mad was toppled in bloody fight- 
ing in 1986 wMe the other 10 
were arrested in 1989. 

Bush calls Gorbachev . 
on aims control 

WASHINGTON (R)~U-S. 
President George Bush tele- 
Soviet Presi d en t Mikhail 
irbacbev Wednesday m prepa- 
ration for next month's arms con- 
trol talks. White House spokes- 
woman Marlin FStzwafccr said.' 
“He <fid speak with Gorbachev,” 
Htzwater said. “I don’t have 
much detail on it, although it (fid 
involve aims control.” The 
spokeswoman said there was “no' 
direct dis c u ss ion” be t w een the 
two presidents of a UJS. Cable 
News Network (CNN) report 
Tuesday that Gorbachev was con- 
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Iraq draft 

ctm^itiitxon ready 

BAGHDAD -(R) — President 
Saddam Honean said Wednesday 
the draft of a new Iraqi constfrn- 
tion has been completed and win 
soon be put to the people in a 
referendum. Iraq’s leaders had 
decided to attend freedom and 
expand dedahnrtaking “because 
ttl f! otpimanm rtf qirinwipnnflhil- 

ity is a source of power far the 
society and the government," be 
told a meeting of tbe constitntk^ 
al committee of the Arab Coop- 
eration CoondL . 

Militias shatter 


AJgeriaRfroce 


’9* 


SSDON, Lebanon (R)— Fendipg 
ShPite Mnsfim nrihtiwt fought 
with aitakiy and rockets in Soufe 
Lebanon. Wednesday, difftering 
afrmz^d^-oldAlgenmnedatied 
truce. I 


Family of eight killed 
in collision on highway 


AMMAN CJ.TJ — Efcfct ■ 
wore kfltaft Wednesday la » 
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Tfe track remand the car, c rm Ma g It com- 
pletely and Utilng all the pmaeagere, fe saUL 
The Uled were identified as Jam’* Yoaoef Al 
46, Us wUe Tkurayya, 29, who was 
drfvfeg the oar, and fihdr six chfldrea — Yousef; 
Ham, Mohammad, Ahmad, Sarrayya and 
BatiB aged betw een fear and 12 yean. CDD 
pen ^ocl, poHcemn and araed forces Bcodwn 
p g tidpated fat puffing tfe car from beneath the 
track and rffrie vla g the bodies from the wreck- 
Tfe boffes were transferred to A] Karak 
go nr ram Boqdtff and then to tfefr retettves. 


CBJ expects move on interest rates 
to increase sayings, investments 


By Shfemeh Nefeatt 

Spccat to tfe Jordan lines 

AMMAN — The Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) said Wednesday 
fe* dcdsioB to aOow oommearctal 
buds in the Kingdom to float 
tamest rates on deposits and 
loans would increase swing* and - 
s n bseqae nfly boost imestynenit, 
but bankms said they were im- 
snre whether the market would 
respond la accordance with CBJ 
and projections. 
CBJ Governor Mkhci 
ted the move was a* 


pected to bring about a ^ i 
interest rate” teat covers inflation 
and en co ur ages people to aye 
with interest on time deposit* 
calculated independently by 


it is very good m tcrnci'of i 
w gs and s a bacqueuU y in- ; 
vestmems,” he smd. 

Be argued that “when you 
have more saying, you have mote 
iuves igicptwitira v e ty sma ll time 
lag. This is accepted everywhere.” 
Marto said a higher interest 
rate would serve as an in centi v e 
for people to Save in Jorda n ian 
dinar rather than iu dollars or 
other currencies if the returns 
were higher, and achieve a better 
balance between aggregate de* 
niand ata aggregate supjfy in the 


market. 

He rated oat a negative impact 
of higher borrowing rates because 
“one or two per cent higher 
interest on locus wifi not discour- 
age investors. It is all a question 
ox avaxlabilhy of funds. When 
people have more funds they 
invest more.” 

Marto confirmed reports that 
tire Central Bank’s decision came 
in line with conditions set by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) but said: “We are fully 
convinced by tins move, which wc 
think is good for the economy.” 

Dr. IChaHI Salem, efernnan of 
the Arab Finance evaporation 
(Jordan), ami a promment eco- 
nomist, di s agree d . 

"The impact is noting,” he 
declared. “1 don’t tank anybody 
will be affected (by the 

' 4 * / . Z- 

bene : 

in. file present: ritbafifrn,” 

Salem, a member of the 
Wnfwff of Farfiament 

that as banks' start mien* 
Subtly higher interest on 
deposits and loros, “the margin 
win remain the same and it wfll be 

aw? tightly worse < foTl!>or^ 
rowers.” 

Salem told the Jordan Times 
tint the Central Bank was “main- 
ly complying with IMF condi- 
tions.’’ He said he had advised 
the Central Bank against the 


move because “the core of die 
problem is the bank rate.” He 
explained that in order for banks 
to buy money from the Central 
Bank, the CBJ must set bank rate 
or a ro-dificotmt rate with a two- 
per-cent margin for deposits and 
two per cent for loans. 

He said that without announc- 
ing a bank rate, the Arab Bank, 
Jordan’s largest, “will set the 
either higher if it needs 
_ or lower if not, 
sag on its needs, and other 
wfll have to follow.” 

He warned that “because we 
do not have many large banks, 
the spnafl banks wfllnpt be aide to 
compete.” 

Salem, Jordan’s first Central 
Bank governor and a former fi- 
nance minister, said that the CBJ 
aeodf to adopt a system sumlar to 
Auta^jj^OT interbank rare 
wjmaS-js a rate ajpeed^befiwojai 
Jhajor tails in too country. 

. ‘The market must not be left 
to rours of the moment,” he saicL 

He aigoed that a sfightly higher 
interest rate would not encourage 
people to invest in the dinar as 
against the British porod which 
(toms over 15 per cent interest or 
other international currencies 
such as dollars, deutscfacmarksor 
Swiss francs. 

“In fact,” be added, “higher 
rates may penalise borrowers and 
result mhandfcapping investment 
by the private sector.” 


Floating of interest rates 
on dinar — a positive step 


By Dr. -AM Fanek 

BY VIRTUE of Ac recent 
amendment to the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Law, the 
bank has decided to float in- 
terest rates on the Jord a nian 
dmar as of Saturday, Feb. 3, 
1990. This mei ns that the CBJ 
will not impose oeiTmgs or 
floors for interest rates on de- 
posits and credit facilities any 
more. The determination of in- 
terest rates wSD be left to the 
commercial banks subject to 
market forces. 

This step will not mean the 
depositor win have to bargain 
with the bank manager for the 
best interest rate. Each bank 
wfll announce its rates as ap- 
plicable to each and every one 
of them. The difference in the 
interest rate b etw e en one de- 
posit and another will be deter- 
mined by two factors: The size 
of the deposit and the deration 
of the deposit, ft is only natural 
therefore to expect higher rates 
for bigger deposits and longer 
terms. 

As far as credit facilities are 
concerned, the banks will 
Mnainhe their base rate which 

custoQDm^^Mu the Jonkm 
Phosphate Mine* Company. 

Extra percentage points will 
be added to reflect the risk 
evaluation of each borrower, 
amd tfe variation could be as 


tfe floating system, 
there is nothing to prevent 
variation of interest rate* from 
one bank to another; fee bank 
is tight feu liquidity may 
offer higher interest rates id 
depositors, rod conver se ly, the 
bank that catties excessive E- 
may offer lower rates, 
is is not a crudal factor. 
A large bank with, excessive 
fiqnhfity- nay *31 offer the 
saute iggfa rate of interest in 


order to protect its share in the 
market rod prevent the loss of 
come of its customers in favour 
of competitors. 

In this respect, it is more 
likely that some banks will 
stand out as leaders. If, for 
example, the Arab Bank or the 
Housing Bank raised or lo- 
wered their own scale of in* 
forest rates, other banks might 
follow suit tfe next day or the 
day after. 

Under floating, interest rates 
may rise or fall according to 
changing wiwmit h mm! in the 
country and abroad. Interest 
rates on tfe Jordanian dinar 
will interact with the interna- 
tional markets. It is most likely 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


that interest rates will tend to 
rise gradually to match the ex- 
pected rate of inflation which is 
around 13 per cent The in- 
terest rate on the dinar under 
tiie current c ir c n in s ta nces will 
-range betw e e n 13 and 15 per 
cent 

Changing the rate at interest 
is effectrre in attracting deposi- 
tors from one bank to another. 
But it is less effective on aggre- 
gate savings. People do not 
save more or less because in- 
terest rates on their savings 
become higher or lower. Other 
factors are more effective in 
detennming domestic 
Industrial projects may 
affected by higher interest rales 
but tiie impact is not crucial. 
The share of interest in the cost 
of the final products is on aver- 
i no more than five per cent 
: of interest rates by two 
percent a ge points will raise the 
coat of Industrial products by 
one-tenth of one per cent 
The floating of interest rates 


will improve tfe aflocation of 
reso ur ces towards the best ages 
with higher return. In addition, 
it will help in combating capital 
flight altitough other factors are 
more important 

Higher interest rates also are 
an instillment in infla- 

tion and reducing consumption, 
especially of durable goods that 
are normally acquired by instal- 
ments. 

We should not give too moch 
thought to whether the liber- 
alisation of interest rates is in 
fine with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) prog- 
ramme or not. The important 
thing is that tfe step is useful 
for our national economy to 
secure flexibility and the ability 
to respond to changing rir- 


Over the past years, and well 
before Jordan's recent econo- 
mic crisis and tfe adoption at 
the economic correction prog- 
ramme we have repeatedly cal- 
led for a floating system like 
that which was deaded upon by 
tiie CBJ on Tuesday. It is a 
positive step therefore that tfe 
Central Bank was finally con- 
vinced that foe floating s good 
‘far tfe national economy. 

No smprises should be ex- 

becomes opoat^^S^S?^ 
day. Tfe CBJ used to fix in- 
terest rates and leave commis- 
sion to be detennmed by tfe 
banks. The latter used to be 
orientated and collected with 
tiie interest From now on, 
however, the CBJ .will fix foe 
co mmi ss i on rate and leave in- 
terest to be detenmnefTby the 
banka. In both cases the total 
interest and commission has 
been and will continue to be 
flexible or floating. Commis- 
sions used to vary between one 
and three per cent; interest rate 
may vary in tfe future in a 
wider range. 


King asks ministers , officials to visit 


people and seek solutions to problems 

Badran urges Moscow to 
stop Jewish flow to Israel 


By ■ Jordan Times Staff 
Writer wttk agency 


AMMAN — Jordan has called on 
tfe Soviet Umon to stop the 
emigration of Soviet Jews who 
could eventually end up in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran said Wednesday. 
' The issue of Soviet Jewish im- 
migration to Israel will also be 
discussed at an Arab summit cal- 
led by Saudi Arabia, and Jordan 
was looking forward fra Arab 
action on this “important ami 
serious issue,” Badran told repor- 
ters. Saudi Arabia has called fra a 
summit to the situation in 

Lebanon, and it is expected that 
Soviet Jewish emi gratio n will also 
figure high on the agenda of the 
pan-Arab conference as and 
when it is held. 


Speaking .after a visit to pie 
Prime Ministry by His Majesty 
King Hussein, Badran said: “Jor- 
dan and the Palestinian people 
will be the most affected (the 
m»« influx of Soviet Jews to 
Israel) since the newcomers wfll 
be settled in the occupied terri- 
tories at tiie expense of the 
Palestinian people.” 

“I view the situation as a new 

conspiracy against tiie Palestinian 
people and as aimed at the evic- 
tion of tfe Italestimans from their 
homeland,” Badran added. 

He said he had told the out- 
going Soviet ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Alexander Zinchuk, who 
called on him on a courtsey visit, 
that while the Arab World 
“appreciates the Soviet Union’s 
services and support fra Arab 
causes, we also have to teO Mos- 
cow that Soviet Jewish immigra- 


tion to Israel is bound to adverse- 
ly affect tfe Palestinian people 
and their national rights,” Bad- 
ran said. 

7mehnt showed hhn a memor- 
andum send by Moscow to Israel 
asking the Jewish state not to settle 
Soviet Jews in the occupied terri- 
tories, Badran said. “But tins 
does not solve tfe problem,” he 
added. 

“We want the Soviet Umon to 
stop the emigration until peace 
has been established in the region 
and the rights of the Palestinian 
people’s rights are restored,” 
Badran said. 

During his visit to tiie Prime 
Ministry Wednesday, the King 
was briefed on the outcome of the 
two-day meetings of tiie Joint 
Jordairian-Syrian Higher Com- 
mittee winch concluded Tuesday, 
Badran said. 


The King asked min ist er s and 
government officials to make 
visits to the various parts of the 
Kingdom with a view to gaming 
firsthand information on prob- 
lems of people and fommlating 
solutions, the 


said. 


prime minister 


‘S hamir — a guerilla’ 

Badran, in remarks published 
in an Egyptian magazine 
Wednesday, criticised Israeli 
Prime Minis ter Yitzhak Shamir 
for refusing to deal with tfe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO), saying Shamir was 
also a guerrilla once. 

“Now fe says he is a prime- 
imnwter and a politician. 2 
say that (PLO Chahman Yasser)' 
Arafat is a politician,” Badran 
told tfe Egyptian weekly maga- 
zine Al Mnssawar. 


Palestinians 
stage 
strike 
in support 

of PLO 

OCCUPIED -JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians staged 
a general strike throughout the 
occupied te rri to rie s Wednesday 
in solidarity with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
which Israel wants to exclude 
from any peace talks. 

At Rafah refugee camp in tfe 
southern Gaza Strip unknown 
assailants stabbed to death 
Atwell Abdul Aziz Al Masri, 35, 
a taxi driver suspected as an 
informant fix- Israel, sources said 
Wednesday. 

Stores were shuttered and 
streets deserted throughout the 
West Bank and Gaza in a demon- 
stration of support for the FLO 
by the 1.75 million Palestinians. 

The leadership of the 25- 
month-old Palestinian uprising 
said in its latest leaflet: 

“Support the PLO as the sole 
legitimate representative of our 
people and stress the right of the 
PLO to choose and announce foe. 
Palestinian delegation.” 

Israel wants to exdude tfe 
FLO from all Arab-Israeti peace 
talks. 

The leading Muslim body in 
tfe occupied territories assailed 
Israel Wednesday for settling 
Soviet Jewish immi grants. 

“We suffered from these fore- 
igners in die past,” tiie Higher 
Islamic Council in Jerusalem ta d 
in a statement rad in the cour- 
tyard of Al Aqsa Mosque. 

“The land by tfe law of God 
and man cannot be seized from its 
owners to build houses for people 
who came from Russia and 
Europe,” it said. 

Israel expects that 50,000 to 
100,000 Soviet Jews will arrive 
this year rod up to 750,000 over 
the next five to six years. 

Tfe influx, prompted by Soviet 
emigration reforms and U.S. im- 
migration limits, vrifl change tiie 
population balance in the .occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
where 70,000 Jews now live 
song 1.75 nrilfion Palestinians. 
Tfiraii Finance Minister Shimon 
Peres said Tuesday that in view of 
tiie flow of Sovrit Jews to Israel 
be thought Washington should 
lift a 16-year-old fen denying 
most-favonred-nation trade sta- 
tus to foe Soviet UtHoo. 

“I think we are seeing an en- 
tirely new Soviet Union and I 
think the change is irreversible,” 
Peres, the Labour Patty leader, 
said when questioned by repor- 
ters about the UA ban. 

“As for we’re concerned one 
should recognise that (Soviet 
leader Mflchml) Gorbachev (fid 
change the Soviet Umon poficy 
and m refer en ce to the Jewish 
people in particular.” 

A foreign umtistny spokes- 
man, asked about Peres’s re- 
marks, said Israel would not get 
involved officially in what was an 
internal U.S. matter. 


Aoun-Geagea war 
engulfs E. Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Savage 
fighting between Christians en- 
gulfed cast Beirut Wednesday, 
devastating tiie city in tank and 
artiBery battles that ignited huge 
fixes. 

The rivfl war, which erupted in 
nrid-monnng, intensified as night 
fefl and both sides brought In 
reinforcements in a pitiless power 
struggle between General Michel 
Aoun .and Samir Geagea’s 
Lebanese Forces (LF) militia. 

Flames lit the night sky and a 
huge grey doud hung over the 
Christian enclave as foe heavily- 
armed 25,000 combatants fought 
from strect-to-strect in Lebanon’s 
worst ever inter-Christian' strife. 


The enclave is borne to about half 
a million people. 

Scores of fixes raged off of 
control, one of them threatening 
Lebanon’s mam fuel storage de- 
pot at Dora. 

“The whole area is on fire,” 
said a photographer. 

With a power blackout 
throughout tfe enclave, a red 
glow silhouetted fettle positions 
set up on rooftops by the 10,000- 
strong LF, winch defied Aram’s 
order to disarm and disband. 

Both Aram and Geagea vowed 
to continue tiie battle till victory. 

• “We are sorry for what is hap- 
pening but there is no way back,” 
Aoun told su pp ort e rs at his bead- 


quartets in tbesnburb of Baabda. 

Aoun said tfe LFs weapons 
were not intended to defend the 
nation but to “show off in the 
streets, levy taxes, threaten peo- 
ple rod attack them.” 

Geagea said in an interview 
with Voice of Lebanon radio that 
his forces were in fiifl control of 
their positions and were bcatmg 
feck Aoan’s troops. 

“We are in a state of self- 
defence... we win confront every 
aggression with a greater aggres- 
sion... we hope that tins would be 
a final lesson to anyone who 
wants to attack the resistance” 
Geagea said. 


PLO suggests transit camps 
for Soviet emigrants in Europe 


TUNIS (R) — Palestinian Leader 
Yasser Arafat had talks with 
Soviet envoy Gennady Tarasov in 
Tunis Wednesday and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) said it wanted Moscow to 
rein trod nee transit camps in 
Europe for Jewish e mi gr an t s. 

Tarasov, wbp is Soviet Foreign 
Minis ter Ed ua rd Shev ardnadze ’s 
assistant for Middle East affaixs, 
arrived in Tonis amid Arab and 
Palestinian alarm at the prospect 
of a massive exodus of Soviet 
Jews to Israel. 

Israel expects 50,000 to 100,000 
Soviet Jews to arrive this year and 
np to 750,000 over the next five to 


six yean, and it is expected that 
many will end np in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

FLO Executive Committee 
member Suleiman Najab told a 
news conference the PLO wanted 
tiie Soviet to limit the numbers 
to Israel by sending them 
to Europe and by withhold- 
ing agreement on direct flights 
from Moscow to Israel. 

The PLO also wants Moscow 
to seek firm Israeli guarantees 
that Jewish emigrants wfll not 
settle in the occupied territories, 
fe said. 

Najab said tfe PLO would put 
the demands to Tarasov but there 


was no immediate confirmation 
that Arafat did so. 

Tfe PLO leadership, which in- 
dudes the 15-man Executive 
Committee and tfe leaders of tfe 
constituted groups, met on die 
problem of Soviet Jewish emigra- 
tion Tuesday night and were meet 
again later Wedne s day. 

Many say Washington has com- 
pounded tfe Soviet emigration 
problem by restricting its intake 
to 50,000 a year. 

The main transit camps in tfe 
past have been in Austria and 
most of the Jews who 
through chose to go to the 
States. 


Israel says it is limiting 
expulsion of ‘illegals’ 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel, 
facing pressure at home and 
abroro, has temporarily stopped 
expelling Arabs it claims are liv- 
ing in the occupied territories 
illegally. Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Wednesday. 

Mffitary au tho riti es had expel- 
led hundreds of Pales tinians re- 
garded by Israel as visitors. Many 
were women who stayed after 
marrying residents. 

“We can’t allow everyone who 

comes to vmt to stay without 
permission,” Rabin told repor- 
ters. Bnt he added: “We will deal 
with it more gently add more 
tactfully.” 

“The policy hasn’t been 
changed, only frozen for the time 
being.” 

Reports have indicated a 
on the expulsion 
iaus viewed by Israel as 
staying iDegffQy, and tfe U.S. 
StirteDepartment raged Israel to 
be more sensitive and flexible. 


State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwfler said 
Tuesday President George Bush’s 
go v ern ment had repeatedly dis- 
cussed its concerns on this issue 
with the Israeli gov ernm ent, par- 
ticularly with regard to divided 
families. 

“As we currently understand 
their policies, tfe Israelis impose 
difficult tests of residence. 

“We hope that the government 
erf Israel would apply residence 


fiexflnfity,” foe added. 

Tutwfler did not define the 
repHewy rf^pm ements bnt critics 
accuse Israel of a system of 

IwnliMk 


attempt to expel Palestinians 
from tfe occupied territories. 

Israeli human rights activists 
had also the expulsions. 

Leftist Israeli member of par- 
liament Dedi Zucker, who initi- 
ated a campaign to stop the expul- 
sion erf Palestinians, welcomed 
Rabin’s decision as “a big 
achievement.” 

But fe said expulsions must 
stop altogether and Israel must 
draw np criteria for allowing 
Palestinian families to stay 


a person’s ngjrt to reside in the 
territories is either withheld or 
withchawo. 

The expulsions frequently 
leave famines divided, with men 
r e mahri ng in tfe West Bank while 
their wives are exiled to Jordan. 
, Has is seen as a systema tic 


a bunmj ri ghts activ- 
ist, said fe wrote Rabin several 
weeks ago that it was hypocrisy 
for Israe l to dftnwmH tfe migra- 
tion of Jews from the Soviet 
Umon and Ethiopia to be rante d 
with their families while separat- 
ing Palestinians. 

He told parliament of 58 
Palestfrmms he said freed expul- 
sion and demanded that Rabin 
answer each case indfrifo^Sy. 









iddle East News 


Army keeps civilians in 
besieged Sudanese town 


KHARTOUM (R) — For a lucky few In the 
besieged, refugee-jammed Sudanese city of Juba, 
$350 can buy space on a packed cargo plane to 
Khartoum. For the others there Is no escape. 


Refugees told Reuters 
Wednesday die array was pre- 
venting thousands of frightened 
.-civilians from fleeing to rebd- 
■; held territory outside die town to 
escape shellfire, food shortages 
-• and the threat of rebel attack. 

The Sudan Peoples Liberation 
-■■Army (SPLA), which surrounds 
Juba, has raged civilians to leave 
** before it launches a full-scale 
T* attack on the army garrison. . 
- The city holds 300,000 people, 
two-thirds refugees from other 
•--areas. Few can afford to leave 
i. through Juba airport, the only 
permitted outlet, civilians who 
-'-■-have taken the 1,200 kilometre 
*-- flight north to Khartoum told 
u. Reuters. 

One who arrived Tuesday said 
.'■he paid 1,600 Sudanese pounds 
($353) to fly aboard a cargo plane 


" packed with 500 people, mainly 
women and children. 


women and children. 

Local officials have appealed to 
Juba's people to remain calm, 
while government officials in 
Khartoum dismissed the SPLA 
threat to the city as propaganda, 
vj Foreign relief officials said au- 
^ thorities in Juba were preventing 
civilians leaving in the hope that 
their presence would deter the 
SPLA from launching an all-out 
attack. 

-- Refugees reported short food 
supplies in the city. 

The United Nations sent two 
. - / planes to Juba Monday to evacu- 
v.-z ate relief workers and their de- 
pendents taking advantage of a 
12-hour ceasefire offered by 
.SPLA. 

' ■* Casualties from rebel Shelling 
i of Juba axe estimated at 20 to 25 
-• * by xefrigees and rehef workers, 10 
by the government Refugees say 
60 shells and rockets hit the town 
nc in die past 10 days, most hitting 
> civilian areas, 

Brigadier Dominic Kassiano, a 
- member of Sudan's ruling milit- 


ary junta, told the Khartoum 
newspaper Ingaz A1 Watani on 
Wednesday there were plans to 
send relief aid to Juba. 

No overland convoys of relief 
food have reached the city since 
September 1988. 

Relief flights of maize and 
beans from Uganda and Kenya 
were banned for three months 
until last Wednesday by the 
Khartoum government, a restric- 
tion which has allowed only li- 
mited supplies to be flown in 
from KDbartenun. 

The SPLA has been fighting a 
bosh war since 1983 against what 
it sees as the domination of mainly 
Christian and animist southern 
Sudan by the staunchly Muslim 
and Arabised north. 

The rebels have made steady 
gains on the west bank of the Nile 
on which Juba is situated, since 
the beginning of January. They 
already control a vast area of 
southeastern Sudan on the east 
bank. 

The Sudanese government and 
the SPLA have held two rounds 
of fruitless talks since August. • 

Foreigners fleeing Juba tell of a 
well-fed and heavily armed garri- 1 
son preventing starving civilians 
from leaving die besieged dty. 

The rebels, in their fiercest 
offensive in nearly seven years, 
have captured 11 communities 
south and west of the dty, virtual- 
ly cutting off access by road. 

The town, on the west banks of 
the white Nile, is ringed with 
anti-personnel mines laid by gov- 
ernment troops and encoding re- 
bels, an Italian doctor said 
Tuesday. 

“Everyone is di g gin g tren- 
ches," the doctor said. 

Juba residents have become 
panicky in the wake of a rebel 
artillery attack Sunday that killed 
around 20 people, according to 
the doctor. 


w Under the Patronage of Her Majesty 

' Queen Noor Al Hussein ^ 

and on the 

Occasion of the 1 2th Meeting of the Executive Board of the Arab 
Academy of Music and the 1 st Arab Music Rostrum. 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein. Foundation organises 
the following concerts: 


Date 

Concert 

Place 

Saturday 

3/2/1990 

THE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
of the Jordanian Armed Forces 

Royal Cultural Centre 

Sunday 

4/2/1990 

FUHEIS GROUP 
for Revival of Heritage 

Philadelphia Hotel 

Monday 

5/2/1990 

French Oud Player MARK LOOPUYT 
(in cooperation with the French Cultural 
Centre) 

Philadelphia Hotel 
« 

Tuesday 

6/2/1990 

THE ARAB NAGHAM 
ORCHESTRA 

(in cooperation with the Association of 
Jordanian Musicians) 

Philadelphia Hotel 

Wednesday 

7/2/1990 

Pianist and composer 
PATRICK LAMA 

Philadelphia Hotel 

Thursday 

8/2/1990 

Renowcd Iraqi Oud Player 
! MUNIR BASHIR 

Philadelphia Hotel 


All concerts will start at 8:00 p.m. Tickets for each concert are for JD 3 a 
piece. A combination ticket for ail six concerts is available at JD 14.500. 
Tickets available at: The Royal Cultural Centre, TeL 669026 
The French Cultural Centre, Tel. 637009 
Philadelphia Hotel, Tel. 663100 
The National Music Conservatory, Tel. 687620 
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“The people are terrified by 
the bombardment,” be said. 

The dkxtor described a popula- 
tion tiviog in fear of mob vtoteuce 
if food stocks run out Residents 
_ also believe street fighting be- 
tween rebels and gover nm ent 
. troops is inevitable, he said. 

Juba is die largest town in 
southern Sudan, with the coun- 


try’s largest garrison of between 
30,000 mid 35,000. The govern- 
ment forces consist of armed civi- 
lians, police, and the army. 

Juba reodexto’ fears increased 
by radio broadcasts by the SPLA 
winch “everyone interprets ... to 
mean there are rebels m tire town 
ready to fight any time,” the 
doctor said. 

like all foreigners fleeing 
Juba, the Italian doctor spoke cm 
condition of anonymity, primarily 
to protect colleagues still in the 
dty. 

Foreigners began trickling 
from Jute a week ago when the 
rebels dosed in cm the town. But 
the exodus is uocoonfinated and 
it is impossible to verify the num- 
ber still remaining. 

Estimates of the number of 
relief workers, missionaries and 
other foreigners once based in the 
provincial capital range from 80 
to 120. 

An Irish doctor said the latest 
food distribution last week 
amounted to an average of 100 
grams of beans apd com for each 
person daily for two weeks, which 
she described “starvation ra- 
tion.” A month ago, she said, the 
residents received 800 grams of 
each maize and beans per day. 

For die fortunate lew with 
money, and for members of the 
security forces, however, there is 
food. 

“I could buy almost anything at 
the market, except sugar. For 
that yon had to go to the army, 
indirectly of course,” said foe 
I talian . 

Planeloads of food, including 
vegetables and frozen chicken, 
are routinely flown from Khar- 
toum. The food is mainly for the 
army, but can also be bought for 
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high prices. 

There is some government-sub- 
sidised food, mainly ndura, 
whose flour is mixed with wheat 
to make bread. But most resi- 
dents have no money, and starva- 
tion is described as rampant. 

' The Irish doctor said she work- 
ed in a programme feeding 17,000 
children under the age of five and 
5,000 adults suffering.from sever- 
al mwhmli'il'ifiti. 

When she left Sunday, there 
was enough powdered mfik and 
high-protein biscuits to last 
another month. But she was pes- 
simistic about prospects for addi- 
tional supplies getting through. 

“Just before December we 
ordered twelve tons of milk and 
another twelve tons of biscuits,” 
she said. “They are still in Khar- 
toum because of lack of trans- 
port.” 

Foreigners and wealthy 
Sudanese began seriously con- 
sidering fleeing when rebels shel- 
led not only Jnba, but also the 
nearest garrison in Yei, 120 
kilometres southwest. 

Bob Koepp, who is in charge of 
.foe Lutheran World Federation 
activities in southern Sudan, said 
the flew 22 foreigners to Nairobi 
last week. 

On Monday, another 14 flew to 
Nairobi on foie Lutherans* Boeing 
707 leased from Sudan Airways 


Kuwait seeks formula 
to broaden democrac 



to ferry 30 tons of food daily to 
Juba — the only donor food 


Juba — the only donor food 
reaching die dty. 

Another Italian doctor said 
Juba residents are being pre- 
vented from leaving or returning 
to their villages to avoid the 
shelling. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Gross is negotiating 
with the government and the re- 
bels for tiie creation of a neutral 
zone to which civilians from Jnba 
can be ‘evacuated and provided 
with rebel food and mefocaf ser- 
vices, 'said Dominquei- Buff, 
whose Nairobi office if responsi- 
ble for Red Ckoss activities in 
rebel control-areas. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's emir 
is holding talks on> ways to 
broaden democracy in the coun- 
try after stormy, unprecedented 
rallies demanding a ret ur n of the 
dissolved parliament. 

Officials said Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah and his crown 
prince have been bolding talks 
with leading citizens to seek a 
formula for popular participation 
in government 

The rallies were attended by 
thousands of people and the last 
one, declared illegal by the gov- 
ernment, was broken up by police 
using stun grenades and tear gas. 

Organisers suspended the 
meetings last week after foe emir 
offered to discuss the pro-demo- 
cracy demands and, in a televi- 
sion address on Jan. 20, called for 
dialogue in efforts to restore 
democracy. 

The officials said foe two lead- 
ers have been holding daily meet- 
ings over foe past week with 
former deputies and tribal lead- 
ers. But they have yet to talk to 
any of the 32 pro-parliament de- 
puties involved in foe rallies. 

Western diplomats say the 
emir’s talks are a pp a rently to 
build np a firm consensus with 
pnFgovernment and traditional 
supporters before addressing die 
country on National Day, Feb. 
25. 


Ministers have ruled out a re- 
vival of the 50-member assembly 
although there has been evidence 


been eased. 

Kuwait’s lively pariiament was 
dissolved in 1986 as the war be- 
tween nearby Iran and Iraq spil- 
led over -into the wealthy north- 
ern Gulf state. 


Many Kuwaitis oppose restor- 


debates sowed divisions among 
foe country's different tribes, 
ethnic grou ps and religions fac- 
tions and mat deputies abused 
their positions for personal gain. 

An estimated 6,000 people 
attended the last pro-partiament 
rally — a huge turnout in a small 
country where the number of 
eligible voters at foe last election 
in 1985 was less than 60,000. 

Government officials say, 
however, that many of those 
attending were onlookers or in- 
eligible to vote. 

Western diplomats have said 
they did not see a threat to the 
country's security from foe pro- 
democracy movement. And 
Grown Prince Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah, who is also 
the country's prime minister, has 
warned that foe government 
would not tolerate any threats to 
security. 


Shamir’s statement on 


reunification angers Kohl 


BONN (R) . — Israeli Prime Wednesday. 


Minister Yitzhak Shamir -has in- 
timated Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and triggered an* exchange of 
letters by insisting that a reunified 
Germany wifi endanger Jews, a 
Munich newspaper reported 
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The-Si»d(&ntscfoeZlt£foqgsaid 
S hamir haft ignored Kohl's pro- 
tests and refused to take back his 
repeated declarations that a un- 
ited Germany would be a “deadly 
danger to Jews.” 

Shamfr said in his letter that as 
prime minister, he reserved the 
right to “express our doubts and 
our fears,” tiw newspaper said. 

If the motions of Jewish victims 
had survived the holocaust, “our 
people would be in a different 
situation,” he told Kohl 
The newspaper said Shamir’s 
words angered Kohl, who re- 
garded them as a burden on 
Israeli-West German ties. 

In his reply, Kohl, wrote that 
foe memory of the Nazi genocide 
was part of the German identify. 
But he bad to protest against foe 
comparison between present-day 
West Germany and the Germany 
of Nazi times, the paper said. 

Another, democratic Germany 
existed today. Kohl said. And 
like other peoples, self-deter- 
mination could not be withheld 
from the Germans. 

The newspaper said Shamir re- 
sponded that, although the de- 
molition of foe Berlin Wall and 
foe spread of democracy was wel- 
come, nobody could say for cer- 
tain “what the end result of the 
present wave of enfouriasm and 
emotion will be, least of all foe 
Jewish people.” 
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Jordanian (RJ) i nfnima tinn depart- 
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Argon Td. (08)532003, when it 
show/ always be ved Bed. 
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Bahrain, Bhutan to establish ties 


BAHRAIN (R)— Bahrain and Bhutan have decided to establish 
diplomatic relations to boost cooperation between. the r two 
countries, the official Gulf News Agency said Wednesday, -The 
agency quoted Bhutan’a King Jlgrae Singye Wangcfauck as saying 
at the. end of a two-day visit that foe two countries had “decided 
to lay tire fo undation an Andnring friendship. " King Jigne, who - 
left for New Ddhi, had talks with Bahrain’s Emir, Sheikh Ira Urn 
Salman Al KhaKfa, and other top officials- on regional and 
mtranatioiial issues. - 


Iran to mark revolution anniversary 


NICOSIA (R) —Iranians celebrate the 11th anmverearyof tiieir 
February revolution as their Islamic leaders proclaim economic 
development the nation’s overriding goal in a decade of recon- 
struction. The ‘10-day dawn’ celebrations begin Thursday wtiha 
mass gathering at the shrme of Ayatollah Rnhofiah Khomeini, 
who flew back to Iran on Feb. 1, 1979 after 15 years in exfie to 
l ea d the tm«i assault on the late shah’s pro-Western monarchy. 
Khomeini's successor, AyatoOah AU Khameaiei, Monday /de- 
scribed the Mami e Revolution as a “divine miracle” and urged, 
people to take -part in the cdbebratiohs. The gove rnnte ntnas 
declared' Thursday a holiday to ensure a large crowd at foe 
anniversary gathering, the first to be held since Kbomtiiu’s death 
on June ifoUpwing cancer surgery. President Ali Akbar. Hashemi 
Rafranjahi irill .be the mam speaker at foe shrine near the 
Bebesht-E Zahxa Cemetery in the' southern outskirts of Te hran. 


Turkish coal mine blast kills 4 


ANKARA (R.)^ Four Thritifo nmters^ were lolled Wednesday in 
an undergrtwmd blast at a coal mine near the Black Sea town of 
Amasra, coal officials said. Four other miners were injured by the 
Mast which triggered a cave-in about 30 metres below the smrace. 
The mine is in foe Zonguklak regfon, which produces abont four 
miTHon ' tonnes of bitununoos coal annually. Officials said the. 
injured men were in hospital and the bodies of tire dead had been 
recovered.. Fi ght mine rs in the same repon were lolled in two 
siimlar inddents in December 1988. 
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Arar urges united ACC efforts 


AMMAN {Petra) — Two Eso* 
pean ConttjMHritv (EC) expert* in 
pUnnlng national budget* 
WcKfeirfy briefed tower ffc® 
erf PnrlUment toentben on 
budget . grniegfej . Adopted : is. 
European atmstim* 

At the BMdqg; '«M v» 


mg tbc doQT to E aropean market* 
for ifnodiucd produce from tbe 
Opcnpffld - Weg Baa k and the 
Ctezr Strip and for the EC* 
t w M iMin i h mi n asgzstnnceto va- 
ricap Pakstwian otgasfe&tions in 
the occupied hrndaL 
Vxriouf aspect*, of Earth Arab 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — Lower said in an address to tbe opening 
House Speaker Snldman Arar session of an ACC paxiianientary 


attended by fl»e chaiown of tbe cooperation were afro ( foamed . 


House's (Bw^ w s m i iiaw, Dr. 
Abdallah Eotocr. and Pint De- 
puty House Speaker- iamaT 
Saraireh. disentrimy co vered 
procedure* in organ ismg budgets 
and cootroBBag spending within 
tbe EC member states. 

Ensonr anidthe • m '* 

tier cnl, feted the amshmee of 
several Jordanian economist* 
wtriictfeeotwmittocwpdcbssi^ 
the 1990 budget for Jordan. 

Sarairch voiced Jordan's 
appreciation 10 the EC for open- 


fa « aeporate meeting b e tw ee n 
Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi and 
Canadian *«* »«mW m Jwwfan 
Michael BcH, tbe question of 
emignsiaii of Soviet Jews to the 
occupied lands was reviewed. 
Lawzi voiced Jordan's concern 

over the emigration of Jews, 
wtricfc, be said, has serious con- 
a e qaepces on proapecn for peace 
in tbe region. Lawzi also briefed 
the ambassador on parSaaaeotaiy 
Kfe in the Kingdom. 


efforts in a manner that would 
serve the cause of Arab unity. 

The way is now open for the 
partiameau of Egypt, Jordan, 
Iraq and North Yemen to work 
together to achieve the goals of 
tbe ACC, which was created in 
February last year as a step 
leading to pan-Arab unity, Arar 


said in an address to the opening said. He referred to the situation 
session of an ACC parfianumary in die occupied Arab lands and 
committee meeting hem. said that men, women and dril- 

“We are detennined to fulfil dren were being “ kille d or in- 
die goals and objectives of the humanly treated by tbe Israeli 
ACC group and we are sure that authorities, who are now ra- 
the committee will help create a ^glved in bringing in more Jewish 


Ministry closes polluted 
wells in Zarqa Basin 


oudeus for a unified ACC pacha* 
merit,” Arar added, 

*10 view of the international 
situation and tbe continued 
Israeli occupation of Arab land, 
the Arabs have no alternative bat 
to unite into one force capable of 
confronting challenges,” Arar 


settler* from 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Water and Irrigation has 
ordered tbe closure of artesian 


Talal Dam reservoir, which nor- river basin are now under con- 
maCty provides water for irriga- stant surveillance to sec if they 
tion in tire dry season. The water are adhering to the specifications 


He said the emigration of 
Soviet Jews to Israel constitutes 
another international consp ir acy 
against the Arab Nation, and 
warrants readiness and unity in 
the face of tbe common danger. 


ore Jewish water wells in the Zarqa River has been used to produce nearly and standards set by the con- 

Europe." Basis doe to tire high level of 400 tonnes of fish annually. earned Jordanian authorities, Bil- 

chemxcal poflptants found in the “Fish breeding will now have beisi added, 
y stiop of water as a result of industrial to stop since the fish will not be fit The ministry has found that 

constitutes plants dumping their waste in the for human consumption," the several factories are constantly 


Islamic Congress warns of 
danger of Jewish emigration 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BIHEF 


SOVIET TEAM- LEAVES; Safari Khajfev. director of the 
Grosny (til research ins ti t ut e in tire Sovrei semkantoaow ou * 
Republic of Cbedrea-Inguab, left Amman Wednesday far home 
following a week-long visit. He discussed with officials ax tbe 
Royal Scientific Society, tire Natural Re sou rces Authority, tbe 
Uni ve rsit y of Jordan and the Jordan Petroleum Refinery Com- 
pany cooperation in oil and energy affaire (Petra). 

ZARQA TELEPHONES: New telephone tine* wiH be given to 
those wbo applied for them m. Zarqa Governorete, tot the 
subscribers wiH have to get tbdr tele p hone sets by themselves 
since they are not avaflabte at the TeteconmoBicatioos Corpora- 
tion, Zarqa Te k c otmuim jca ti o n* Department Director Wadi 1 
Tu’raa said Wednesday (Petra). 

JWA MEETING: The Jordan Writer* Association's (JWA) 
general assembly wflJ meet Friday to endorse the JWA's 
membership In tire Pan-Arab Federation of Writers and to define 
the arafirons far membership in the association,. JWA Deputy 
Fteridtot Salem Nairn aid rbe number of the association’s 
membemm less than fa co un t er parts in other countries and that 
the membership in the association face several problems. The 
JWA is trying to solve these problems as h adjusts its internal 
systems, he said (Petra). 

TAHER INVITED TO EGYPT: Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Thibet Al Taber has received an invitation from his 
Egyptian counterpart, Maher Abatita, to visit Egypt to 
views on coope ra tion between the two countries is power and 
electricity. The invitation was presented to Taber by Egyptian 
Ambassador to Jordan Mnhab Muqbd (Petra). 

OMAN-JORDAN EDUCATION LINKS: Cooperation in 
higher education, between Oman and Joidan was «<■»»««** at a 
meeting Wednesday by University of Jordan President Mahmoud 
Al Samra and Oman 1 * am b ass ado r to Jordan. Conditions of 
Omani students in Jordanian umvexrities were reviewed at the 
meeting. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The ex- 
pected emigration of Soviet Jews 
to occupied Palestine directly or 
indirectly constitutes a flagrant 
aggression on the Palestinian 
people and their rights and has 


rate, Israel win be paring the way 
for setting up “greater fsrael" as 
proposed by its leaders. 

Tbe statement was issued attire 
end of tbe congress's general 
assembly meeting attended by 


very serious implications mflitari- prominent scholars and inteflec- 
Jy, socially, economically and do- tuafe to review the dangers inhe- 


mographically far the Middle 
East, according to a statement 
issued here Wednesday by the 
Islamic Congress on Jerusalem. 
“The emigration of a large 


rent in the emigration of Jews to 
occupied Palestine. The state- 
ment said tire congress reviewed 
the Jewish Agency's pro g ra m mes 
to bring about tire emigration erf 


mwaber erf Jews from the Soviet Jews from Eastern Europe, taking 
Union and other East European advantage of the present East- 


cotnuries to the occupied lands is West detente and by linking this 
a result of unproved relations emigration to tire issue of human 
between Washington and Mos- rights, 
cow and therefore it is incumbent The statement urged the Soviet 
on tire two supe r powers to rccon- Union to remain committed to its 
aider their policies which have policy of supporting tbe Palesti- 
been exploited by work! Zionism man people's rights in their 
ax tire expense of the Arab Nation homeland and said that the 
and peace and security in the emigration of Jews “is bound to 
region," tire statement said. adversely affect the Palestinians 
The congress warned that if and consolidate feraeTs usurpa- 
Soriet emigration to occupied tion of Arab t e rritor y ." This 
Palestine continues at the present emigration, the statement added. 


“is bound to encourage Israel to 
expand and to build more settle- 
ments in Arab land and help the 
Jewish state to establish ‘greater 
feraeP 

The congress appealed to the 
.U-N. Secretary-General to help 
stop “such aggressive moves" and 
urged tbe secretary generals of 
tbe Organisation of Islamic 
Countries (OIQ and tire Arab 
Leag u e to call for urgent meet- 
ings to discuss the situation. The 
congress also decided to form a 
delegation to go to Moscow to 
convey the Arab and Islamic 
views on the issue. 

According to the statement, 
the congress reviewed a report 
presented by the congress’ Am- 
man office, which said that actual 
emigration of Soviet Jews to 
Israel had never stopped because 
of tbe efforts of the Jewish Agen- 
cy. The statement said 2,069 
Soviet Jews went to Israel in 
1967, 2,173 in 1968 and 11,170 in 
1989. 


chemical poflptants found in the 
water as a result of industrial 
plants dumpin g tbeir waste in the 
river. 

The decision was taken follow- 
ing a wide-scale survey conducted 
on the river water and water from 
the various factories and plants 
along its banks which “not only 
pollute tbe river wales tot also 
the subterranean and other sur- 
face water in tire region,” accord- 
ing to a ministry statement issued 
Wednesday. 


statement said. “The closure of riolati 
several water springs and other some 


these regulations and 
their wastewater treat- 


measures being taken with regard merit plants are not functioning, 
to tbe factories along tbe river BDbeisi named 14 factories and 
bank are deemed necessary to industrial plants, which, he said, 
stop the aggravation of the situa- produced most of the pollutants 
tion," the statement added. that flowed down the river. 


tion," the statement added. that flowed down the river. 

Last February two Swedish ex- 
The ministry's seactaiy-gener- pens in environment protection 
al, Mutazz Al Bflbefei, said tests visited Jordan and reported that 
had proved that the underground the Zarqa region was heavily 


ednesday. had proved that the underground the Zarqa region was heavily 

The statement said samples of water contained a high-level of polluted as a result of pollutants 
uqa River water taken at diffe- phosphorous, ammonia and nit- from industries and municipal 
m dates were tested at the rogen and other oxygen-consum- wastewater treatment plants 
misery's laboratories and were rag materials, making the water along the Zarqa River. After 
und to contain cadmium, unfit for consumption. spending two weeks here, the two 


Zarqa River water taken at diffe- 
rent dates were tested at the 
orimstry’s laboratories and were 
found to contain cadmium, 
chrome and nickel among other 
minerals, making tbe water un- 
safe not only for drinking pur- 
poses but also for irrigation and 


Tbe water flows to the King 


unfit for consumption. spending two weeks here, tbe two 

Bilbcisi said that the ministry experts said that the Zarqa water 
had adopted several measures, was one of the worst they had 
like periodic monitoring of water seen in the world. Pollution in 
coming out from factories and Zarqa region, they said, can have 
testing underground water sam- negative effects on human health, 
pies. At least 30 factories in the including lung diseases. 



Transport company opens talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The general 
assembly of the joint Jordaman- 
Syriaa Land Transport Company 
(JSLTC) opened a meeting here 
Wednesday under the chair- 
mans^ of Minister of Transport 
Ibrahim Ayyoub and las Syrian 
co un teip m Yousef Ahmad to dis- 
cuss an operational plan for 1990 
and to endorse the company’s 
final accounts for 1989. 

Tbe assembly last met in Am- 


man in September 1989. It was 
announced then that tbe com- 
pany’s fleet of trucks carried 3.5 
million tonnes of goods between 
Jordn and Syria mid tbe rest of 
die world since 1986. 

This week’s meeting, which 
ends Thursday, is expected to 
give details about future plans for 
operations. The question of 
promoting land transport be- 
tween Jordan and Syria acquired 


a good deal of attention at the 
joint Jordanian-Syrian Higher 
Committee meeting held in Am- 
man this week, according to 
Ayyoub. 

Tbe Syrian minister said that 
transport between the two neigh- 
bouring countries had become an 
essential element for develop- 
ment contributing towards rail 
integration. 


AQABA (Petra) — Tbe govern- 
ment will adopt aD possible mea- 
sures designed to end poverty and 
unemployment in the country and 
does not issue work permits for 
non-Jordanians except for work 
in agriculture. Minister of Social 
Development Abdul Majid 
Shriedeh announced Wednesday. 

The minister said that the 
Ministry of Social Development 
aims to provide decent income 

for all famili es and faanaal 
assistance for tow-income groups. 

The minister toured charitable 
and voluntary societies in Aqaba 
and inspected their services. He 
said tiie social development de- 
partment in Aqaba would con- 
duct a survey to find out more 
about the needy groups. 



Indigenous factors need to formulate workable ideology 


l 





AMMAN — If the real issues 
that Jordan and its people face 
today axe to be addressed in a 
workable and coherent man- 
ner, a new political, social and 
economic formula must come 
into existence. Deputy Husm 
Shiab told a group of 150 peo- 
ple attending a lecture aoout 
the democratic exp erim ent in 
Jordan recently. 

The Irtad deputy, wbo be- 
longs to the 11-member Demo- 
cratic Bloc in the Lower House 
of Parliament, called on pan- 
Arab nationalists and lefties to 
perform an “historic mission in 
which their ideologies would 
assimilate Jordan’s ■ cultural 
heritage and give it the positive 
rote in addressing the country’s 
needs-" 

Shiab said that in the past the 
lea dersh i p of political potties 
bad failed to create, a “func- 
tional mechanism” to practi- 
cally carry out- their political 
ideologies. “The inanity , erf 
grigtmg political parties to 
address tbe femes in a coherent 
and constructive manner has 
necessitated the formation of 
new, more functional political, 
economical and social formu- 
las,” Shiah told the Jordan 
Times in an interview after the 
lecture. 


TOfejpifttf gr- 
isting or likely future polMpal 
groupings and were thus not 
very “firocrionaL" 

According to members of 
three of tbe four existing blocs 
in tiie Lower House, par- 
Hamentary groups are far from 
beinp fmatised and polarised. 

Discussions and meetings 
are taking pfa* outside Parlia- 
ment about the formation of 
new political parties and, 
according to Stuab, they wiH 
ultimately be reflected in 
groupings within Partuuneot. 

“At mis point we need less 
. ideological mscouzse and more 
of a practical functional prog- 
rammes which derive from 
ideology. So really the ques- 
tion is bow and not what," 
Shiah said. - 

Convincing people that 
Arab nationalism is a basic 
dement of Arab political 
thought b no longer necessary 
because, according to Shiab, 
“it is so obvious.” It is neces- 
sary, however, to apply tbe 
basic tenets of pan-Arab 
nationalist, Islamist and leftist 
thought in a coherent and 
realistic manner.” 

On tiie surface, the three 
fines of (bought could be inter- 
preted to contradict each 
other. However, they could 
also be int erp re t e d to be com- 


pjemen tary in .an:. attempt to 
oratfo a wcakahtepop^lK^s^ 
dal, economic and political 
formula which, through die 
“right mechanism" earned out 
by tiie “right people,” could be 
the “third imf’ which has 
eluded Arab political fife for so 
tong, according to Shiab. 

White i m port an t social and 
cuhural factors had not been 
taken into consideration by 
many of the political parties, 
whore platforms were based on 
nationalism and leftist ideolo- 
gies in tiie last 30 years, this 
new formula must take these 
“left out" factors into consid- 
eration,” Shiab said. 

“While the ideas and ideolo- 
gies from which the existing 
political parties stem have not 
failed, their executors have 
faffed to. functionally adapt 
them to Jordan’s political, eco- 
nomic, cultural and social real- 
ity," Shiab said. 

Opponents of leftist ideolo- 
gies and nationalism have 
made generalisati on s by saying 
that as political trends “they 
failed." This assertion, Shiab 
contends, “is not true but they 
were not made workable.” 

Although one reason that 
nationalists and leftists were 
not able to cany out their 
ideologies was that they were 
forced to work underground, 
due to the banning of political 


parties, in Jpfdan, Shiab con- 
tends that that atone i& not an 
excuse. He points out that 
wfafle Islamic movements were 
given tbe opportunity to air 
their views and aspirations in 
Jordan since the 1950s, the 
leftists and nationalists were 
not. “But the Islamists have 
nout succeeded in presenting a 
realistic and workable formula 
to address the country’s econo- 
mic, political and social needs 
either, although they did have 
exposure which would have 
allowed them to do so,” Shiab 
asserts. 

Besides the long and endur- 
ing harassment that tiie leftists 
and nationalists were exposed 
to, their leaders often shunned 
Islamists and Islamic move- 
ments in such a manner that 
the latter were able to label 
them anti-Islamic and thus 
make them unacceptable to a 
large majority of tbe popula- 
tion^ 

“Tbe secular movements in 
our society have traditionally 
adopted certain Western 
thoughts which appeared to 
contradict oeitain values in our 
society,” Shiab said. “We 
should now focus on devising 
an ideology winch embraces 
tire common derominatms in 
oar society. Having left out the 
Islamic trends in the past, secu- 
lar movements allowed the tra- 


ditional Mamists to occupy the 
rote of the defenders of -the 
faith. Indeed it allowed Islamic 
traditionalists to label anything 
or anyone secular as ‘aetheis- 
tic*, a concept which is not 
acceptable to the average 
Jordanian.” 

Lower House blocs 

Shiab pointed out that unto 
more defined groundroles 
appear, based on new or ex- 
isting political party formulae, 
parfiameniary blocs were un- 
likdy to represent any definite 
political, economic, or social 
lines. 

“We have to have a common 
ground on winch to base our 
stands on the real issues,” 
Shiab said. “In the Democratic 
bloc there arc three members 
of three existing political par- 
ties as well as deputies who 
represent different shades of 
pan-Arabism. This seemed to 
be enough of a common 
ground at the beginning but 
tiie political and economic 
reality demands that formulae 
which addrcss practical reali- 
ties be uniform. When mem- 
bers of the same bloc are not 
able, for whatever reasons, to 
have a common stand on the 
most basic issues then the bloc 
loses its purpose. At present 
thore - affiliated with political 
parties within the d iff e ren t 
blocs have not been initiators, 


but followers, of party lines 
which exist outside Paxfiament - 
and not within. This has di- 
luted their effectiveness and 
tiie effectiveness of the blocs to 
which they belong," Stuab 
said. 

Shiab added that a par- 
liamentary bloc should have 
the paramount role of party 
working within Parliament in 
order to have common ground 
on basic issues. He aid that the 
voting pattern of members of 
the Democratic bloc during the 
vote of confidence of the pre- 
sent government indicated that 
such a common stand did not 
exist 

“It is like a dish which has 
lots of nutritional ingredients 
and is not eaten and thus loses 
its benefits,” be said. Ensuring 
the success of the democratic 
experiment could only come 
about through its utilisation 
and not by “freezing tbe mo- 
ment and saying yes to eveiy- 
titing, n be said, “ff you say yes 
to everything in order not to 
rode die boat then you defeat 
democracy not safeguard it,” 
he said. 

“Democracy,” he said, “is 
an end in itself, bat it is also a 
means to respond to the needs 
of the country through asser- 
tive pro gra mmes and mechan- 
isms which address the “real 
problems*,” Shiab concluded. 


gdom p 


4 million people by 2000 


Symposium reviews 
population plan 


ZRBZD (J.T.) — A three-day 
symposium entitled “Com- 
munication, Population and De- 
velopment" will begin at Yar- 
mouk University March 4 under 
the patronage of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan to 
address the population situation 
in Jordan. 


The Department of Statistics is 
currently preparing the ground 
for holding a general census dcr- 
ing 1990. According to the de- 
partment’s director, Abdul Hadi 
Alawin,-the census is expected to 
cost JD 1 million. 


— In a statement published by Al 

m Jordan - Ra’i Arabic daily Wednesday, 

Alawin said that Jordan's popular 
The symposium, winch orga- tion is expected to reach ue four 
nised by the United Nations Fund million marie by the end of this 
for Population Activities (UN- century. Tbe present population 
FPA) and the United Nations is estimated at 3.1 million. Am- 
Educational, Scientific and man alone has a population of 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 935,000 which is expected to rise 
ESCO), will review working pap- to 1.4 million by the year 2000, 
era on population strategy in the Alawin said. He said that 70 per 
'Kingdom and ways of dealing cent of the population now lives 
with population issues, according in urban regions and that the 


to a Yarmouk University state- 
ment released Wednesday, 


ulatkm density is 35 persons 
every square kilometre. 


Marriott gets involved 
in greening Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.)— Following His 
Majesty King Hussein’s public 
appeal toward a greener Jordan 
by the year 2000, Amman Mar- 
riott Hotel’s management has 
announced its intention to be a 
part of this national responsi- 
bility. 

The hotel staff have designated 
Feb. 1, 1990, as their tree plant- 
ing day when they will be planting 
several kinds of trees in a location 
to be assigned by tiie Ministry of 


Agriculture. 

“It is onr hope that other com- 
panies and institutions in Jordan 
wiH follow the Marriott's example 
and take this national responsibil- 
ity seriously’’ said Rank Keenan, 
the Marriott’s general manager. 

Keenan and the Marriott 
associates look forward with 
pride to their treo* planting day 
and hope they cad make an 
annual event of it. 


International Development Organisation seeks: 

Business Manager 

For income-generation projects for women. 

* Jordanian male or female. 

* Business degree preferred. 

* Five years business experience & must (including cash 
flow analysis, production and stock control, team man- 
agement and active problem solving approach). 

* Fluent in written and spoken English and Arabic. 

* Energetic and well-organised. 

* Works well with people. 

Qualified applicants please phone 628760/656872 
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New threshold in 
inter- Arab ties 


THE RESULTS of the just concluded two-day ring of 
the Joint Jordanian-Syrian Hjgh— Committee under the 
chairmanship of Prime Minister Modar Badran mad his 
Syrian counterpart Mahmoud Zoobi are sofid evidence that 
Syrian-Jordanian relations are proceeding in the right 
direction. The range and scope of the near agreements under 
the HmbreOa of the joint committee suggest that cooperation 
between the two countries are progressing in a new spirit of 
brotherhood and trust moulded more and more in an 
Institutionalised framework. There is dearly an a w a re n e s s 
now in tbe Arab World that the Arab states can 01 afford to 
continue past policies of animosfty. The historic changes 
that have occurred fin the world in recent months, especially 
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, have sounded tbe 
alarm in the Arab World that previous inter-Arab policies 
based on a highly persouafised style are no longer workable. 
That this message has finally soaked hi in the Arab 
bodypolitic was visible in the candid talks that were held by 
Badran and ZonbL It has become very dear to both sides 
that the dangers poised at the foot steps of the Arab Nation 
can no longer be ignored or bypassed in the same way that 
they have been in past. Thus Jordan needs Syria as much as 
Syria needs Jordan in the free of the events and evotatians 
that are permeating the international scene. 

Perhaps the scope of the recent agreements between 
Jordan and Syria are modest in scale, yet they usher an 
entirely new era m Syrian-Jordanian retotions based on a 
sophisticated assessment of inter-Arab relations on the one 
hand and Arab-foreigpi relations on the other. The biggest 
test of seriousness of and depth of the m us hroo mi ng 
Syrian-Jordanian relations would be the At Wahdah Dam 
and what concrete steps wffl be taken to translate tins 
project into reality. The exploitation of the Yarmonk River 
waters in a sensible maimer is no less urgent as the fidr 
utihsatian of the Euphrates River. The Issue of water in the 
next deca des will dwarf many other pressing subjects and 


agreement to build the A! Wahdah Dam is the litmus test 
that would determine not only the trend in the Syrian- 
Jordanian relations but also the Arab awareness of the 
m ag nitude of the water issue. With the backdrop in mind 
there is much hope in Damascus and Amman that this 
week’s talks will indeed take the two countries and peoples 
to a yet new threshold in the burgeanmg relations between 
two Arab states. 



A1 Ral Arabic daily on Wednesday again dwelt on tbe question of 
Jewish emigration from the Eastern bloc countries to tbe occupied 
Palestinian land. The paper criticised tbe Soviet Union for 
allowing that to happen, and for not taking affirm stand in the fact 
of tbe United States which is forcing the Jews to go to Palestine by 
dosing the door to their arrival in America. The paper said (hat 
Washington is doing that so as to please Israel which welcomes 
the Jews to be settled on Arab land. The paper said that as tbe 
Jews arrive, we witness Israel's serious drive to evict the 
Palestinians from their own homeland, while the world watches 
without doing anything to prevent another tragedy from befalling 
the Arab people. It is trim that the Soviet Union is coming under 
increasing pressure from the West to grant human rights to its 
citizens but when such rights encroach on the existence of another 
people , Moscow has to have a say in what is happening, the paper 
continued. The paper also blamed the Arabs for not tnHng a 
proper and united stand in tbe face of the looming danger and in 
tbe light of lack of unity within Arab ranks. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily says it is pointless to blame other 
countries for the plight of tbe Arab World which is now in 
disarray and impotent in the face of Israel’s continued atrocities in 
occupied Palestine and the c ur re nt emigration of Soviet Jews to 
Palestine. Tareq Masarweh says that the Israelis fought the Arabs 
in Palestine when they were half a minion, and tot* all of 
Palestine when they became three nriffi on and no one knows that 
will happen when they increase by one mflK nn more. The writer 
says that the Arabs first of all ought to help intensify the n prwin g 
in the occu pie d territories by providing the necessary help to the 
Palestinians and then they ought to form a united front with all 
the thousands of Arab tanb and guns directed to w ards one 
target The writer says it is true that the Arabs are not Mthfiwl 
with tiie justifications given by Moscow for allowing Jews to 
emigrate to Palestine nor are they happy with Washington’s 
continued support for agreession, but he adds, the Arabs are to 
blame nor if they do not take the initiative and counter brad’s 
plans with meaningful action. 


A1 Dnstonr daily also discussed the question of Jewish immigra- 
tion and said teat Moscow’s warning to Israel does not help to' 
appease Arab wrath, nor does it respond to Arab demands. 
However, Washington’s commentary on the question of emigra- 
tion which also contained some criticism for such emigration as it 
might obstruct peace, shows that the whole world mehwSng 
Israel’s allies now realise die grave danger inherent in such moves 
and underlines the need for a solution to the Palestine problem. 
Since both superpowers realise the danger, then there must be 
some way for coordinating their efforts to cany out a joint action 
designed to put an end to the phgfat of the Palestinians through 
the implementation of U.N. Security CobqcS Resolution 242, the 
paper added. It said that the Arabs however should not suffice 
themselves with the warnings and should not remain passive to 
the developments in the occupied lands, but ougjit to embark on a 
new diplomatic offensive at the international leveL 


Focus on People 


Veiled myths 


Ry Mariam M. Shahin 


THE “ m ystery” s u u o undiu g 
Arab women that has so often 
found itself into Western fic- 
tion novels and commentaries 
in the press evidently comes 
from a lack of contact While 
Arab women are frequently 
described as silent, enigmatic 
in the West and by those who 
have had little or no contact 
with them, those who have, 
know that Arab women are not 
an “alien specks.” While the 
veil or scarf worn by many 
women in the Arab and Islamic 
world distinguishes them from 
others, they often wonder why 
are they looked upon as odd. 


Jordan of tbe 1980’s. As a 
devout Muslim she chose to 
shed her scarf and declare that 
true believers need not be 


veiled. As an emancipated 
woman she chose to adopt the 
Bi nw gin g fe min is m in tiie Arab 
World- This week she speaks 
to Focus on People. 


This week one Arab woman, 
who spent most of her life dad 
in a white chiffon scarf that 
covered mot of her hair, 
speaks about poetry, her writ- 
ings, her betiefc about women 
and Islam as well as her 
thrmghta about social interac- 
tion in an Arab Muslim 
society. 

Zdkftha Aba Riflfce is a well 
known Arab writer whose 
poetry and writings about 
women and Islam have often 
created fierce debate in the 
press in Jordan and elsewhere 
m the Arab World. As an 
educator she made a t te mp t s to 
put her particular imprint on 
Palestinian refugee children 
she taught at UNRWA schools 
for ahwtf 19 years. As the 
daughter of a Sufi sheikh she 
learned that co-education was 
not nn-Itiannc. As tiie wife of a 
prominent member of the 
Muslim Brotherhood move- 
ment she experienced the 

change* in «ne'al fan ghf that 

rtiar movement w en t through 
in the last two decades. As a 
di vorce e she was forced to deal 
with tiie realities of managing 
as a woman “on her own” in 


“I come from a family of 
poets, almost everyone in my 
family is a poet of some sort or 
another and thus writing poet- 
ry is a second nature to me,” 
says Znlaika. “When I was 
growing up and while at uni- . 
versity I always read and 
wrote.” Znleikha graduated 
from the University of Jordan 
in 1966 with a degree in Arabic 
literature. She taught Arabic 
and Islam at UNRWA schools 
until recently when she became 
an administrator. During h^r 
work with UNRWA she 
attended many courses in 
education, Islamic studies, 
Arabic language before receiv- 
ing her Masters degree in child 
education. She is now working 
on her PhD in child education 
and hopes to teach at higher 

imi it unnn* 

Znleikha began publishing 
her works only recently, foil 
with thoughts and experiences 

that (MWimnlatwi over many 

years. 

Her teaching experience was 

extremely iny oit an t, she says. 

It kept me m constant touch 
with the generations and 
allowed for an incredible ex- 
change of ideas and thoughts.” 
While children learn from their 
eWpff , nrfnit* can also learn 
from dhildreiL, she says. “Chil- 
dren are not effected by sode- . 
ty*s complex rules and are thus 
much mare natural in their * 
reactions. Children’s literature 


is therefore very important, 
because it either reinforces 
’ natura l’ reactions or instill 
often complex societal rules.” 
She believes that much of the 

chfMnftn tea fi rin g material n*ed 

in schools is translated and not 
original and that is “one of the 
reasons I began writing chQ- 
dren books. ” 

Along with cbfldxea books 
Znkakha writes about social 
issues and beliefs. She also 
writes poetry and prose in 
which tiie also fetektes these 
issues. The first volume of her 
work, prose and poetry, was 
published in 1986 and was a 
“lag success.” She thought it 
was only natural, because “ af- 
ter aD I was not a beginner. 
Even if I did not pubmui pre- 
viously I had been writing all 
the time.” 

She believes that we now 
live in a new age and that 
literature must not only reflect 
tbe social thought of our times 
but question it as well. “After 
the end of colonialism there 
'wasa «n»n Arab renaissance 
movement.” That movement 
was short-lived^ die says. 

“Now we free new ques- 
tions. Some are still related to 
(great powers') occupation of 
the Arab World in general and 
greater Syria in particular. Af- 
ter tiie destruction of Beirut in 
1982, a part of our souls were 
also destroyed.” 

“While in the 1960s I found 
that my way of dressing was 
something that I considered 
my own persons al style, in the 
1970s and 1980s it became a 
matter of social concern. As 
strict Islamic trends spread 
women came under attack 
from other women if they con- 
tinued to sit and converse with 
men even if veiled. While at 
the be ginnin g of my marriage 


to my husband of 19 years, 
who was a Muslim Brother- 
hood member, we would at 
together in social gatherings as 
men and women, .as time pas- 
sed tins was notanger possible - 
Social norms changed rapidly 
and aD of the sudden my way 
of dressing , was no longer a 
“personal matter; it was a so- 
cial obligation.” 

While Znleikha professes to 
be a devout Motion she rejects 
social segregation of tbe sexes, 
tibe ihjab and long coats worn 
by women. 

“To me they have very little 
to do with Islam. From my 
i nterp retation, the Holy Koran 
does not obhge a woman to 
cover her hair. I resent those 
who preach that a woman who 
is not veiled cannot speak of 
Islam. I have had an Islamic 

education in my parental 
home, at tbe mnvershy and 
Airing my married life and I 
feed I am free to in terpre t and 
apply Islam to my lifestyle in 
the way I see fit,” Zulrakha 


She believes that Islam is an 
ft x t ff nuj y p os itive reB gjoo dmt 
allows for dynamism and en- 
courages women's public parti- 
cipation. 

She mauftt that certrin peo- 
ple have misused Islam and 

that they hide wntfer the dnal 

of refigjoa to excuse their men- 
tality of suppression of all peo- 
ple, particularly women and 
children. 

“Some people have attemp- 
ted to terrorise certain sectors 
of society in the name d Islam, 
but I know they wfll not suc- 
ceed few long.” 

She says that religious terror 
can only exists in an environ- 
ment of political terror, one 
breeds the other. The times of 
political terror are over and 


The U.N. Decade of International Law 1990 


Dr. MBan Sabovic 


THE NOT ABLE chan ges in con- 
temporary inter n atio nal relations 
naturally also affected the sphere 
of international law. Internation- 
al law, tbe development of which 


largely depends on the state and 
quality of the leading factors in 
international life — the great 
powera and their respective blocs, 
the Non-Aligned Movement and 
the developing countries — is 
gradually feeling the effects of tiie 
newly emerging political climate. 
There are now new prospects for 
the advancement of international 
cooperation by checking the 
anus-race, a more successful re- 
solution by peaceful means of 
international regional and other 
disputes, the establishment of 
new mechanisms in the supervi- 
sion of various state actions, en- 
hancing the effectiveness of U.N. 


action, respect for the require- 
ments of aU states and nations in 


the political, economic, technolo- 
gical, environmental and other 


Iii view of the newly emerging 
situation tbe mam protagonists of 
inte rn a tio nal developments are 
once again centering attention on 
international law. It has become 
necessary for international rela- 
tions to rest on foundations cor- 
responding to new c onditi ons and 
this can only be effected by ensur- 
ing consistent and stria respect 
for the legal order in practice and 
by perfecting it to a measure 
which wiD ensure the enforce- 
ment of all f u ndamen tal, legal 
and socio-political functions. 
These are in pant of fact the 
functions underlying file estab- 
lishment of international law in 
tiie course of a hundred year-long 
process doling which a universal 
international legal order was 


steadily improved steering a pre- 
carious course between tbe ScyUa 
and Quuybdh in the battle be- 
tween those upholding aimed 
force and those advocating equit- 
able cooperation. Past experience 
has confirmed that the greatest 
progress was made in the de- 
velopment of international law 
when the interests and stands of 
new socio-political forces were 
enabled to manifest and even to 
assert themselves, meaning dar- 
ing times of easing tension and 
the quest for new roads in this 
context. 

The course of development in 
international relations and inter- 
national law in the second half of 
the 20th century, after. World 
War n, largely goes to confirm 
tins statement. The signing of tbe 
U.N. Charter opened up a new 
phase in the history of interna- 
tional law, marked" by stronger 
authority of its basic principles 
and rules on a world- wide scale, 
coming to particular expression in 
the successes scored in the field of 
progressive development and 
codmcation, the expansion of in- 
ternational law to ensure greater 
respect for human rights and the 
humanitarian constituent, econo- 
mic law, institutional and super- 
visory mech a ni s ms . The affirma- 
tion of the legal conception of 
peaceful and active coexistence 
among all states, translated into 
reality thanks to the activities of 
the Non* Aligned Movement and 
tiie inclusion in international law 
of anticokmial elements, stand 
for lasting results scored in toe 
battle against Cold War policy, 
the a rms race and the world’s 
division into blocs. The road was 
long and arduous .fraught with 
nnmberous upheavals, however 
•tiie removal of objective and sub- 
jective reasons for continuing 


tension in international life 
steadily changed the character of 

dr aim <tanp»i sur mimriing the 

progress of international law. 

It is difficult at present to pro- 
nounce final judgment on the 
value of the changing attitude 
towards international law. Such 
an assessment requires consider- 
able time to elapse and the care- 
ful recording of concrete results 
in order to confirm declarations 
reeking a stronger role erf interna- 
tional law in now international 
circumstances. However, regard- 
less of tins point (not to be taken 
as the author's reservations, but 
as the result of earlier experi- 
ences not always henefidal after 
the acceptance of whatever major 
political .statements, including 
those pertaining to international 
law) it is certain that major prere- 
quisites have been created for 
mpre intensive universal state ac- 
tion, both in and outside the 
tf.N., aimed at a more deter- 
mined and more tangible trans- 
formation of international law 
into an even more effective in- 
strument in regulating interna- 
tional relations and settling inter- 
national disputes. 

It is soffhaeat to list only some 
of the- outstanding new moments 
recently evident in the field of 
international law in order to jus- 
tify these expectations. The re- 
sults scored and motions tabled at 
the 44th session of the U.N. 
General Assembly indicate possi- 
bilities for highly commendable 
trends in international law during 
the period ahead. Most important 
in this context is without doubt 
the decision to declare the 1990- 
1999 period as tbe U.N. Decade 
of International Law. The motion 
was tabled by the Non-Aligned 
Movement, based on the deci- 
sions of the ministerial oonfer- 


tbat wffl be the hue of religious 
.tenor.” 

A patriarchal society, she 
says, is bound to . use • any 
weapon at its disposal: to re- 
main in power, the result is 
often a misuse of religion. 

Zuleikha says that much of 
the refigtous and political ter- 
ror was practised in "the cities 
of the Arab Worid rather than 
tiie country side and thus 
pasto ri al and bedouin societies 
nave on the whole been less 
touched by strict fun- 
dameatafin. 

One aspect of her married 
and social fife bothered 
Znleikha tire mort . during the 
later part of her married fife, 
which ended in a divorce three 
years ago, was tiie lack of 
questioning. “Discussions and 
qnestions were taboo and this 
created a reaction because 
even if there are taboos in any 
society you still have to discuss 
why the taboos exist otherwise 
you are challenged to discover 
them.” 


After divorcing her husband 
three, years ago, because of 
“irreconcilable cfifferenccs,” 
Znleikha felt that she was left 
“practically alone.” Not only 
was she responsible for herself 
and her two children, society, 
she says, niade her feel an 
outcast 


“People seem to be fright- 
ened of di v orced woman who 


lived on her own. *111610 is a 
mystery about tins woman/ 
they say, ‘there is something 
wrong*, she says. 

Sooner after ZnteOcba began 
to five ca ber own die entered 
Amman ’s cultural scene and 
became involved with the Wri- 
ters Association and with all 
sort of intellectuals. 

Along with cultural ihvtdve- 


merit 'came the realisation of 
feminism. “Myfemhrism com- 
es from Mam. If ope considers 
tiie .human condition at tiie 
- time Islam’s birth and tiie 
^rights that tins TdSgkm gave 
women then you realise that 
fem in i sm is imbedded in Isla m. 
Tbe- scripture did not forbid a 
.woman to work. or. limit her 1 
profession. It gave hex the 
right to own property and be in 
control of her own finances,” 
she says. 

.. Referring to limitations 
often cite d by sameTslamists, 
Znleikha says: “There are cex- j 
tain limitations which were 
dearly related to certain social 
con di tions at the time, hot 
have been interpreted, by 
some, to be valid for aft times. 
Islam is a . Jiving religion and 
thus the sc rip t ur e has allowed 
for adaptation to circumstance. 
Triam speaks of equality of 
people’s regardless oft race, age 
or sex. Some people who ddSn 
to speak in the name of Islam | 
may have overlooked some of 
these points.” 

In October 1989, Znleikha 
co-founded the Centre for 1 
Women Studies to farther 
women issues. The centre’s 
first public stand • was dating ' 
tiie case against Tujan Faisal, 
the Amman candidate to par- 
fiament who was dunged by 
some fundamentalists with , 
apostacy. '' 

“Women’s movements on 
the whole have tended to be ! 
superficial so for in Joirdan. 1 
Untiring themselves to worts 
of charity rather than question- 
ing the social, economic and 

political status of women. Bat 
if men are to be liberated of 
their social complexes and 
problems you have to liberate 
women first, that’s our goal,” 
Ztddkha concludes. . • 


ence of these countries convened 
at the Hague in June 1989 and 
adopted also at tiie ninth confer- 
ence of heads of state or govern- 
ment, and so the U.N. General 
Assembly resolution detennmed 
the base aims of die decade. It 
was further stated that a concrete 
programme should be adopted at 
tiie following 45th session 
after suitable consultations 
among the member-countries. 

The fundamental objectives of 
the decade-are: leading incentive 
to the acceptance of and respect 
for tiie prinripLes of international 
law, promoting ways and means 
for the peaceful resolution of 
disputes, rodudmg respect for the 
ratings of tiie International Court 
of Justice, prom o ting the con- 
tinued progrcssve development 
and codification of international 
law and the instruction, study and 
propagation of international law. 
These aims definitely include all 
actions undertaken as from tins 
moment intended — in principle 
and in practice — to dovetail 
international law as it is today 
with all its strong points with 
current political, economic, so- 
da!, scientific, technological, en- 
vironmental and other condi- 
tions. 

It is evident that conditions 
conducive to these aims to exist 
as illustrated by many earlier 
drives indicating that internation- 
al rules and principles must be 
expanded to include new sectors. 
For, although much has been 
accomplished in strengthening 
foundations for tiie peaceful re- 
solution of d is put es , there have 
been many new motions on how 
to improve the various U.N. 
mechanisms and suggesting me- 
thods to this end. Special 
insistence was put on the compe- 
tence of the International Court 


. of ..Justice; however there have 
also been demands for the draft- 
ing of a new convention' on tins 
issue. There have also been de- 
mands for conquering the draft 
roles for a codex on crimes 
against peace, security and 
humanity and corresponding 
jurisdiction of the courts, as well 
as for the est ablishm ent of an 
International Criminal Court for 
the prosecution of indmduab 
and groups engaged in illegal 
drag traffic and m g a gfd fa other 
t ransnatio nal criminal activities. 
The Cmnmisskni for Internation- 
al Law has beat requested to 
complete the draft rales on the 
uses for navigational purposes of 
mtexnarional water ways and call- 
ing to accourt factore responsible 
for tbe damage caused by the 
latest scientific and technological 
achievements. It has also been 
planned to convene an interna- 
tional conference to define ter- 
rorism in order clearly to disting- 
uish the latter from national hr 
beration struggles. 

All these motions should cer- 
tainly be given due consideration 
in drafting the pro gramm e of the 
decade devoted to the continuing 
advancement of international 
law. However, there wifi cer- 
tainly also be other motions 
tabled by the U.N. member 
states, scientific and other asso- 
ciations by tiie time die U.N. 
General Assembly reconvenes. It 
is therefore imp erat i ve to give 
serious and co mprehens ive con- 
sideration to tiie general range 
and. broader competences of in- 
ternational law in relationship to 
the internal competences of va- 
rious states and their sovereignty 
giving due attention to possible 
.primacy of international law. In 
the latter case the Soviet Union 
made a notable contribution 


■ when it declared itself in favour 
of such recognition. 'Hie rote of 
tiie International Court of Justice 
and other judiciary establish- 
merits in lelationriiip to the state 
in instances of human rights and 


generally speaking is also a point 
to be considered carefully. AD 
these questions must-be closely 
stuified if the role of international 
law is genuinely to cany greater 
weight in the modern world. One 
has to admit that .as it stands 
today the possibilities for resort- 
ing to international law have vir- 
tually been exhausted. Streng- 
thening efforts towards integra- 
tion and institutionalisation 
among all states in the interna- 
tional sphere, regardless of their 
international orders, by far ex- 
ceed the conception of coexftt- 
ence_ (no matter how active tins 
coexistence may be) on which 
traditional rafings in international 
law have so far been founded. 1 ^-. 
Consequently a way out of (fife 
puted situations arising with in- 
creasing frequency in tins sphere 
must be sought in new break- 
throughs. 


ing all these 


one can easuy understand 
the initiatives of the non-afij 
countries to give increasing a 
tion to international law 1 
during the past ten years met 
the understanding and suppo 
other countries. & would be l 


. — “6 auu 9UW 

other countries, ft would be 
ly commendable if d uring 
decade the world’s states wi 
their daily actions and re 
practice to show more rape 
their international le gal o 
tions, if these were to be st 
**PPhed, demonstrating- w 
for tbe rules and princnpl 
mternational law in gooer 
««tiew of International At 
Belgrade. 


Japan’s angry women seek vengeance at polls 


By Nao NabmWri 

Reuter 


TOKYO — Last time angry 
Japanese women flexed their 
political musdes they humbled 
the ruling party, but analysts 
doubt that even dieir mass hostil- 
ity at February 18 lower house 
ejections will be able to shake the 
party's 34-year bold on power. 

It was women’s hny over finan- 
cial and- sex scandals and an 
irks ome sa le s tax t hat s pa rked the 
July 1989 voter revolt that saw* 
the Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) lose control of the upper 
house of parliame nt. 

Analysts said they found 
female votes st3 furious despite 


desperate LDP efforts to placate 
them in the run-up to next 
month’s crucial election. 

But a combination of a split 
opposition, a complex electoral 
system and apparen t mate reluct- 
ance this time to back the 
women’s anti-LDP crusade seems 
likely to result in the ruling party 
squeaking back, either by win- 
ning a bare majority itself or by 
recruiting cons erva tive indepen- 


bitter against the liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP). They don't 


crane Party (LDP). They don't 
easily forget the Recruit (shares- 
for-favours) «3 ?n d ri and the sales 


for-favours) scandal and the *»!<-$ 
tax,” he said. 

With its inept introduction of 
tbe three per cent sates tax. Re- 
cruit and the sex indiscretions of 
ephemeral Prime . Minister 
Sosuke Uno, the party managed 


to outrage most voters but parti- 
cularly women who, political 
analysts say, played a big part in 
their humiliating defeat 


“It is difficult to forecast exact- 
ly what is going to happen In next 
month's elections,” raid Mkhi- 
toshi Takabatakc, politics profes- 
sor at Rikkyo University. 

“But one thing is certain: 
women have remained angry and 


women won seats, all but two for 
o p po sitio n parties. 

Pome Minister Tosh3ti Krifa, 
chosen by LDP elders to lift tiie 
party’s Baking fortunes, set about . 
wooing bade the female vote. He 
appointed a woman to the key 
double post of chief cabinet 
secretary and government 
rookeswoman, proposed revising 
the unpopular sales tax, and be- 
gan work cm plans for political : 
reform. 


At the bright of public disaffec- 
tion last July, in the elections 
when tiie IJDP lost its upper 
house majority for the find time 
since tbe 1950s, a record 22 


Kaife’s efforts failed to impress 
voters, many of whom fold polls- 
ters they wanted to see more 
drastic change. To a cynfcal pub- 
lic, the cabinet spokesromanwas 
just a token, a powerless puppet 


of the, old male estahhshment. 

A record 68. women are ex- 
pected to run in next month's 
elections for the 512-seat lower 
bouse, - though' that chamber’s 
electoral system makes ft more 
difficult fog- norices to compete 
against veteran po l i ti cians. 

“It's not Eastern Europe where 
democ rac y is retarded,” shouts 
housewife Kdko Mammon, cam- 
- pawning for a woman camhdatc 
m Tokyo- “ft is here in Japan.” 

Tndnhikri Ham, pTOfeSSOT of 
sociofogy at Tokai U ni v er s i t y , 
raid: “Tbe female voters are stiQ 
fnrioos: The d iffe re n c e from last 
JafyisthaiiKmtbeyarefaifoigto 
mohOae .thejneo, .who June ie- 
grm raterfafmg tttHT business in- 


terests. 

“Mate voters are 


® nio **o**al approach, « 
does not help 
cmge reality. Men j 
™ “*** realistic ” l 
^hjje.tfae election n 
Eke being very do 
expect the LD 
to power, either bv 
rate majority thwn^i 
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In recent years, computers invaded many Jordanian homes. The Ministry of Education has already introduced 
computers at certain schools. In the following report Nnr Sati explores the extent to which people 
accepted the machine. 

Many computers, few users, fewer specialists 


AMMAN r—' White computes set 
the trend of oar times and contri- 
bute to advance meats in aH 
fields, Jordan’s few co m p u ter us~ 
era have only a scant idea of what 

fofr m a y h jnf. rm ^ 

No ooc denies that the compu- 
ter industry has gained monrext- 
tom throughout the year*. 
According to ittetirtioi from the 
Jordan Computer Society , Joniaa 
boasts sane 89 rcgtttered compu- 
ter computes, tea of which an 
hardware vendors, three software 
agents and ten vendors of accesK* 
ies mill con sum abl es. 

Even though there may not be 
enough software ag e n t s , most of 
the software is developed locally, 
says Yousef Bazghbnfoi, general 
manager of General Computer 
Company. But softwar e develop- 
ment takes rime and effort. To 
am fin: high quahtypackages you 
need proper attention, otherwise, 
quality may not reach the Jew* of 
excellence required, some ven- 
dors say. 

According to Bngboutfa, be- 
tween 1986 and 1988 the govern- 
ment, with help from the united 
States. ik« PanjoB.y 
wage, but neglected u rom - 

“The government can be mare 
helpful towards software needs,” 
says Gbassan Abdullah, former 
president of die Jordan Compu- 
ter Society. He adds that all the 
tenders advertised by govern- 


qiwit j iw tihf t lmw Bvutnn eftmpn. 

ter hardware. The result, accord- 
ing to an official survey, was that 
80 per cent of the money was 
spent on hardware while only 11 
per cent on software and the 
r murining on oonsahancy and 
services. 

Because of such market trends 
and tough competition, software 
piracy has become a habitual 
phenomena a ffe ctin g both im- 
ported and local produc ts. Bar- 
ghoutU suggests art the govern- 
ment allocate a cer ta in percen- 
tage of its computer budgets for 
locally developed s oft ware . 

Wide some agree to such in- 
vestments others iwrintam that 
some vendon abase the budget 
out of ignorance. A comp u ter 
vendor says that only very few 
a g en ts realise foe cost of soft- 
ware, be it quality control or 
customer trauring etc. While 
some vendors make some efforts 
towards improving people's 
awareness, new: vendors appe ar 
an the market repeating foe same . 
mistakes and thus stunting 
growth. 

once.the^^se^f^^^Dtt- 
msed system and for set regnlft’' 
turns to govern co mp ute r de- 
velopment in foe country was 
neglected. “The co mp ut e r busi- 
ness is such that trial and error 
has become a popular method,” 


says a comparer vendor. 

Not only does the vacuum of 
software development need to be 
filled but awareness amongst foe 
people is a vital element that has 
not been awarded enough atten- 
tion. 

“We want foe population at 
large to feel c omfor table with the 
idea of computers being friendly 
gunks," says Hazem Mflhem, 
director of Jordan Computer 
‘Centre. He targets the mass 
population and so far only about 
30 per cent buy computers. 

Although computers are seen 
more frequently at the homes and 
offices of many people, foe popu- 
lar feeling is roll one of anxiety 
towards the machine. For many, 
it is an untouchable and power- 
fully «feifcare machine ™ may 
break out of control. 

Mflhem explains that ii is not a 
surprising reaction. Whereas in 
foe West, computers a re see n 
everywhere such as at airports, 
bus stations, hotels, etc, people 
have established a direct rela- 
tionship with foe machine. Butin 
Jordan, foe level of adapting to 
foe; idea of. a computer being, 
friendly has not yet reached foe 
people because the machines hide 
behind dosed doors. 

With the personal computer 
(PC) entering schools and most 
homes, it has created more 
awareness. MUbem explains that 


the PC attracts children who can 
use it to play games, students who 
can rely on foe machine to con- 
duct their researches and profes- 
sionals who, with oemputer help, 
can create sophisticated spread- 
sheets and databases. He adds 
that in order to encourage the 
computer market and broaden 
people's awareness, there should 
be proper campaigning and extra 
computer centres for teachers 
and students, in addition to more 
exh i b i tio n s ,n ^ seminars. 

According to Yasser Husseim, 
field sendee manager at foe Com- 
puter fj mnm i i mcatinns Systems 
Company, die issue of awareness 
has to do with foe problem of 
language. Jordanians do not 
even have the basic skills of the 
Engfiih lan g ua ge , which make it 
difficult for them to communicate 
with tiie computer. Moreover, 
Husseim says that the standard 
of die computer auricula at uni- 
versities and college is below 
average. 

According to a computer ven- 
dor, students graduate with com- 
puter “design and p ro gram ming" 
degrees yet thc^M n ris ma hty on. 
foe practical level 

Many in die computer business 
say that foe end user has also 
created a vacuum as well as en- 
couraged misconceptions. "The 
end user , is price conscious with- 
out any concern for quality or 


after sales support and service.” 
A computer vendor adds that the 
end user often does not care to 
spend money cm training and 
expects the vendor to "spoon- 
feed” his staff. Computer ven- 
‘dors say that the end user has 
ostracised the consultant and mis- 
used its role by expecting free , 
consultancy and advice. 

What can be done about all 
this? 

Abdullah says that the situa- 
tion most change if the market is 
to reach the level of satisfaction 
and coherence that exists in other 
countries. 

A few years ago, the Jordan 
Computer Society was created 
causing everyone to rejoice at the 
prospect of a body that would 
review the problems and bring 
about solutions. Unfortunately, 
many in the business say that the 
society has no effective role or j 
influence at any level. 

Although it does hold semi- 
nars, send out news letters and 
give advice to the vendors, it was 
dearly not satisfying to the needs. 

It is never too late to create 
xules, get standards and enhance , 
organisation.- But action is 
needed quickly or more chaos 
will set in and the end user will 
cont in ue to take advantage of tiie 
situation and in turn create more 
havoc, say many computer ven- 
dors. 


Tea — a possible cancer inhibitor? 


By Mho Hong 

DRINK tea and drink it often. 
Then you are Body to be free of 
foe malignant tmnOUT Of CSOphar' 
gns.Thiswasanmitialcondasion 

drawn by a group of medical 
scientists from foe Institute of 
Nutrition and Food Hygiene 
under foe Chinese Academy of 
Preve nti ve Medicine. 

“Onr three-year research has 
revealed tea’s new value in cancer 
prevention,” said Professor 
Wang Huazzbou, a 71-year-old 
research fellow of the institute. 
“We believe that the polyphenol 
contents in tea work the mira- 
cle,” be added. 

The professor said further 
analysis has yet 'to be made to 
fully identity the polyphenol con- 
tents. But it is generally known 
that tea leaves contain alkakad 
caffeine , tannin , volatile OlL, etc., 
and when infused with boning 
water have mil d stimulant mid 
tonic properties. 

A generally recognised cancer- 
causing substance is nitroso com- 
pound. To test whether tea » 


compound — inside human 
bodies, 14 adult males, all hot 
smokers, volunteered to take part 
in foe tea-drinking test. 

“They were divided into two 
groups, due (hunk tea before 
breakfast and the other after it,” 
said Plot Wang. "Then we ex- 
amined their urines and found the 
nitroso protine excreted de- 
creased sig nifi c antl y.” 


He said tire test proved that 
both green tea and black tea 
could inhibit N-nitrosation, but 
drinking tea after meal had better 
blocking effects than before it. 

In another safe experiment, 
Wang said, 12 volunteers (four 
males and efefrt females) were 
given one, tine or fire gnomes of 


green tea respectively in (fiffierent 
periods. “The results showed that 
three to fire gnomes of tea, which 
was brewed twice, each time with 
ISO xnOHlitres iff boding water, 
could effectively block tire fonnar 
tidn'of nitroso compound inside 
human bodies,” foe professor 
said. 

Two other animal experimen t s 
conducted Professor Han Chi 
of the same institute, farther veri- 
fied tea’s cancer-inhibiting effect. 

“This time we used 280 labora- 
tory rats and we divided them into 
seven groups,” she said. ^Wc 
injected two pro-drugs — sodium 
nitrite and mefoylbeazyamroc — 
into the rats. The drugs converted 
to a strong carcinogenic subst- 


ance inside those rats’ bodies. 

Then the researchers let one 
group of rats drink tap water and 
the other six drink rfifferent kinds 
of tea. Twelve weeks later, Prof. 
Han said esophageal cancer 
appeared in 95 per emit of rats in 
the tap- water group while the 
incidence was only S to 19 per 
cent in the tea-drinking groups. 

In the other ""wmi experi- 
ment, , Han said, researchers 
directly poured a kind of carci- 
nogmiic substance — NMBzA — 
into the throats of another 154 
rats and also gave one group the 
simple tap water treatment and 
the others tea. 

“Then we found that 90 per 
cent of rats in tire water group 


contracted carcinoma of esopha- 
gus while the incidence rate was 
42-67 per emit in foe other 
groups,” she said. The lowest inci- 
dence rate (42 per cent) went 
with the group treated with Fu- 
jian Ootong tea. 

Alt hough the researchers of 
the institute have proved tea’s 
positive effect in Mocking the 
fonuation of cancer-causing sub- 
stance in esophagus. Prof. Wang 
Huaizhou described what has 
bon achieved as “bridaL” 

“Further study has to be made 
to -fully identity the polyphenol 
contents in tea,” he said, “and to 
reveal die relationship between 
tea-drinking and hhiabt inci- 
dence.” — China features. 


Marrakesh 

blooms 

ease 

Europe 

winter 

gloom 


By Stephen Hughes 

Renter 

MARRAKESH, Morocco — 
The winter roses of Marrakesh 
have no scent but they make a 
sweet profit. 

Morocco’s proximity to Europe 
bus made growing roses big busi- 
ness with exporters enjoying a 
boom that has shown no sign of a 
let-up in the past decade. 

And foe long-stemmed Moams 
growing in profusion in the gar- 
dens of this red-walled dty axe in 
great demand in European cen- 
tres during winter. 

Exports have more than tripled 
in five years from 300 to 1,100 
tonnes, according to Ampex- 
fleurs, tire association of flower 
producers and exporters. 

Exports received a boost when 
the wfttfarud carrier Royal Air 
Maine slashed freight costs for 
cut flowers a year ago. 

The association’s president, 
Casablanca commercial lawyer 
and former newspaper editor 
Mohammad Berrada, said: “I 
thought it would be nice and 
romantic mowing roses for a liv- 
ing. It smi is, but it’s damned 
hard work too.” 

He is typical of Moroccan flor- 
iculturists who have abandoned 
other professions like foe dvfl 
service to devote themselves to 
the booming cut flower business. 

Among them are former ritrus 
fruit growers who have found that 
growing roses pays more. 

The climate of southern 
Morocco is ideal for winter flower 
cultivation, but tire crops have to 
be protected from the hot sun by 
domes of plastic film, and irri- 
gated with quay systems. 

Why is it that Marrakesh roses 
have no scent? Berrada explained 
that- flowers grown for export are 
a special hardy species with no 
perfume and they will last for at 
feast a week. 

“If it smells good it is no good 
for ib because it will only last a 
day or two,” he said. 

In foe last 10 years, ann u al 
production has grown phe- 
nomenally from 80 to 2,300 ton- 
nes. Marrakesh roses account for 
80 per cent of total output in tire 
country. 

Operators are reluctant to re- 
veal profit margins, but a dozen 
■moses can be bought in tire local 
flower market for $1.50. A single 
rose can cost much more at a 
Parisian florist 

They are shipped by air mainly 
to France, which takes 75 per 
cent of total exports, and also to 
West Germany, Switzerland, Au- 
stria, Britain, Italy, Sweden, 
Canada and foe United States. 

Producers rely on advanced 
t^nirpigg perfected in other 
countries like the net beri ands, 
the world's biggest cut flower 
exporter. 


Randa^bib’s 
Corner’ 

Welcome ftpek 

Rands Habib is foe Jordan correspcux^nt of Agence France 
Ftessc (AFP). Today she resumes writing £er weekly column 
after an absence of (...) 

rr hat been a long time. Too tag. One year, two yean... I stopped 


But why look back? Things have changed, and in this open 
xfauMphere, end of foe freedom of expression that we atfoy today, 
I rimpty could not tun down the offer font was made to me: to 
bring bade to life thb corner. 

George Hawatmch, the old-new editor of tbc Jordan Times, told 
me on the phone yester day : “Welcome back*’. And back I am. I 
hope, however, font I wifi be welcomed by aH of you. So we wffi 
meet in the same space, every Tfamwday; for humour and langfelar 
more than for gloom end bi tter n ess, and for the sake of being 
constructive rather than being passive. 

Walls have foBen to Eastern Europe. Here too. The Soviet Union 
has bad its perestroika. We now have our Jordanstre&a. The 
winds of d em ocracy have {family blown over foe Eastern hemis- 
phere. Winds of change are blowhig over our hills, uncovering the 
beautiful grass that Is gr o w ing imrirnnesth them. And despite oar 
economic problems and the heavy burdens of our debts, we am 
shoot loud: We ere free. Free at last to dream. For the dream Is 
our ticket to tomorrow, and our way to true salvation. 

So the material b there, waiting for us to pkk it up. We hope 
and trust that our in sti t ution s wffl provide ns with aH the 
ingredients we need. After aH, in addition to the traditional targets 
of fob column, we have 120 more people, under tire dome of 
parflamenL Just imagine foe possfbffities. 

Not-again mood 
grips Venice 


By Victor L. Simpson 

The Associated Press 

VENICE, Italy, — Even as 
Venice enjoys a winter hiberna- 
tion that allows tire echoes of 
footsteps to resound in foe nearly 
deserted squares, foe specter of 
Pink Floyd refuses to go away. 

A summer concert by the Brit- 
ish rock group that drew more 
than 100,000 young people .and 
left the dty awash in garbage is a 
rec urrin g nightmare. 

It is being used as ammunition 
in a battle being waged over a bid 
to make Venice the site of an 
international fair in the year 2000 
and has led officials to bar carniv- 
al celebrations from famed St. 
Mark’s square. 

Pink Floyd was allowed to per- 
form on a floating stage in the 
Vance lagoon in July after the 
rock group agreed to reduce its 
■decibel level to protect the col- 
onnaded square and ninth-cen- 
tury basilica. 

But the trash left behind by foe 
concertgoeis and the sight of 
thousands sleeping In the streets 
proved too much for feany Vene- 
tians. 

St. Mark’s, said fine arts com- 
missioner Margherita Asso in 
hawm'ng foe minnal carnival from 
foe massive square, “was attack- 
ed by vandals and there wasn’t, 
and still isn’t, sufficient police 
protection.” 

So carnival will go on in other 
parts of the city judged less fra- 
gile, inaugurated Feb. 10 by a 
procession up the grand canal led 
by a 25-metre-long floating repli- 
ca of a bottle of Italian bubbly. 

Pre-Lent merrymaking is not 
the only talk of Venice. There is 
also foe bid, put forward by foe 
Veaeto region, to make Venice 
and nearby cities the site of Expo 
2000. 

Backers indude such powerful 
figures as Venetian-born Foreign 
Minister Gianni de MkheHs, who 
also supported the Pink Floyd 
concert The Socialist official, tire 
author of a guide to discos in 
Italy, had said Venice must be 
open to all forms of culture, 
inducting rock music. 

The fair is seen as a way of 
breathing new life into this dty of 


canals and marble palaces, whose 
year-round population has dwin- 
dled to 80,000 from 130.000 over 
the past -25 years. Exhibitions 
would feature science and cul- 
ture. 

With the proper controls, said 
de MkheHs, Expo 2000 would be 
“the right way to bring Venice 
into the new century.” 

Those in favour insist the fair 
could attract new businesses and 
lead to the renovation of housing 
and neighbourhoods that have 
decayed as young people have , 
rone to the mainland in search of ! 
jobs. . .! 

They have left Venice to the 
summer tourists and, to the la- 
ment of many locals, cheap \ 
souvenir shops and pizza parlors | 
catering to day-trippers with 
backpacks. Such tourism Has in- 
spired calls for daily quotas on 
foe number of viators. 

“I am one of those who believe 
foe idea (of a fair) should be ! 
examined, not just written off,” j 
said Venice’s cultural commis- 
sioner, Fulgenzio Livieri, sitting 
in his office looking out onto St. 
Mark’s square, frequented by 
almost as many pigeons as people 
this time of the year. 

He sees it as an opportunity to 
attract two industries “ideally 
suited” to the lagoon city — films 
and fashions. 

But Livieri admits that the 
“Pink floyd effect” is still running 
strong. 

Graffiti and posters declaring 
“no to Expo” have gone op in the 
distinctive narrow lanes near foe 
Rialto bridge, while someone has 
scrawled “de MicheHs, repent” 
on the causeway linking Venice 
to Mestre on foe mainland. 

In December, a small group of 
Venetian* took their protest to 
Paris, holding up signs outside 
foe offices of the international 
committee that will select tire 
host city. The other candidates 
are Hannover, West Germany, 
and Toronto, Ca n ada. 

The committee is expected to 
make its decision in June. 

For a dty so dependent cm 
outriders, even those catering to 
tourist! seem to have had their fin 
and hope Venice is kept out of 
the plans. 
















GCC gas grid faces 
host of uncertainties 


DUBAI (R) — A proposal for a Golf-wide natural They said a 200-mile underwa- 
gas pipeline grid is unlikely to be anything more than 

just a plan on paper nntfl uncertainties over a whole there it could extend to' Oman. 


set of practical problems have been cleared away, 
.Golf industry analysts say. 


Uncertainty about future local 
supply and demand for gas, and 
the unknown variable of future 
international gas market prices 

j holding the six Gulf Cooper- 
ation Council (GCC) member 
states back from jumping into a 
project which would take billions 
of dollars and years to complete, 
they said. 

“Although they are very dose 
to each other, uncertainties over 
the future nuke it difficult to 
commit themselves to long-term 
arrangements,” one oil industry 
executive said. 

Qatar is developing the biggest 
single natural gas reservoir in the 
world, called the North Field, 
and is particularly keen to have 
its GCC partners buy its gas, the 
analysts said. 

Other GCC states — Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, Oman, and Bahrain — 
are expected to express their level 
of interest in Qatari gas in line 
with a request made at a GCC 
experts meeting in Doha last 
month, the analysts said. 

But oil industry sources said 
that while rising gas consumption 


in the Gulf states may force tbem 
s o met im e in the next century to 
link supplies, but a large scale gas 
pipeline grid is out of the ques- 
tion in the short-term. 

The GCC members, most of 
tbem major crude oil producers, 
own around 14 per cent of the 
world’s known natural gas re- 
serves. 

“There is an interest in neigh- 
bouring countries for gas from 
Qatar, and we are conducting a 
feasibility study on this,” Jaber 
A1 Mam, managing director of 
Qatar General Petroleum Cor- 
poration (QGPC), said in Doha 
last week. 

“The demand for natural gas fa 
rising and they (the GCC states) 
want to maximise gas utilisation 
mainly for power generation,” be 
said in an interview. 

Marri said Qatar is now discus- 
ring exporting gas to the emirate 
of Dubai in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), which has 
embarked on various power and 
industrial expansion projects. 

Kuwait, which is currently 
baying gas from Iraq, could be a 
future customer, oil industry 
sources in Qatar said. 


Norm Field to Dubai and from 
there it could extend to Oman. 

Talks with Dubai centre on 
Dubafs gas needs, which are 
estimated between 200 million to 
600 million cubic feet a day, and 
on the cost of the gas and the 
pipeline, they added. 

Tbc GCC members, dependent 
on crude oil and product exports 
for most of their income, have 
started to develop gas based in- 
dustries, mainly petrochemicals, 
in the last 10 years to diversify 
their economies. 

Most of the natural gas current- 
ly produced in the Gulf is in the 
form of associated gas, a by- 
product of crude oil, and most 
other Gulf states are also boost- 
ing their own gas output. 

Oil industry analysts believe 


and general expansion in most 
GCC states will also boost gas 
demand, but say it is difficult to 
say by how much. 

Saudi Arabia is the biggest gas 
user but “the associated gas pro- 
duction in Saudi Arabia will in- 
crease as the kingdom has laun- 
ched a programme to raise its 
crude output,” one oil industry 
executive said. 

The kingdom has also in- 
creased its iron-associated gas 
production to meet rising domes- 
tic demand. 


Negotiators unblock impasse 
on GATT tariff discussions 


GENEVA (R) — International 
trade officials agreed Tuesday af- 
ter more than six months of bar- 
gaining on a procedure to negoti- 
ate tariff cuts. 

A series of intensive private 
consultations at the 105-Nation 
Uruguay Round of world trade 
talks produced an accord that was 
adopted at a forma] meeting 
Tuesday of a group negotiating 
on tariffs, a spokesman for the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) said. 

He said many delegations de- 
scribed the. agreement as a con- 
siderable step forward for both 
the tariff negotiations in particu- 
lar and the Uruguay Round in 


general. 

Under the procedure all parti- 
cipating countries win submit 
proposals for reducing, ehminat- 
ing and binding tariffs on imports 
by March 15. 

Binding a tariff means fixing it 
at a level above which it may not 
be increased without offering 
another trade concession as com- 
pensation. 

The first of a series of further 
meetings to review and assess, 
initial offers will be held not later 
than April 18. Negotiators will 
aim to .table preliminary requests 
for improving offers by April 30, 
the spokesman said. 

Delegates said that, with the 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, January 31, 1998 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutscbeaurk 
Swiss franc 


Bar Scfl 

639.0 663.0 
1106.1 1117 JZ 
389.9 393.8 
439-8 444.2 


French franc 
J a panese yen (far 100) 
Dutch gufldex 
Swwfish crown 
Italian Bra (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at ntidsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 1.6830/40 U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1880/90 Canadian dollar 


four-yehr Uruguay Round due to 
aid next December, it was essen- 
tial for tins major sector to move 
ahead into a substantive phase. 

Progress had been blcoked by' 
deep disagreement between the 
United States and most other 
delegation over what negotiating 
procedure to follow. 

Many countries favoured using 
a mathematical formula for a 
coordinated reduction of tariff 
duties by an overall average of 
about 30 per cent. The U.S. had 
advocated a “request and offer” 
method, under which it would ask 
for tariff cuts on given products, 
and offer to lower one of its own 
for each reduction. 

The U.S. argued that most of 
its tariff rates were already low. 
But some other countries held 
that Washington’s approach re-, 
fleeted to desire to protect sensi- 
tive industries, such as textiles,, 
where the U.S. tariff is still re- 
latively high. 

The GATT spokesman, re- 
plying to reporters* questions, 
said the agreed procedure 
allowed countries either to use a 
formula approach in their offers, 
or to table individual offers and 
requests. Although not ideal, it 1 
was the best way, given the poli- 
tical and economic constraints 
and limitations, be said. 



Bahrain, Harken sign oli deal 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain signed a contract with the U.S. firm 
Harken Petroleum Thesday to drill for oil and gas off its northern 
coast, the Gulf News Agency (GNA) quoted Industry and 
Development Minister Yousef Shirawi as saying. Shirawi sa id 
Harken, a Texas-based “wildcat” firm, would ' carry out a 
three-year exploration programme off the islan ds of Muharraq 
and Umm Nasan and on the coral reef of Fasbt AJ T arim. Tf 
drillin g was successful, profits would be shared between TTarkon 
and the Bahrain National Petroleum Company for 35 years, 
Shirawi said. The report gave no further details. Wildcat wells are 
drilled with little seismic information about underlying rock 
formations. Bahrain prodnees about 45,000 barrels per day (b/d) 
from dwindling oil reserves which are expected to run out by the 
turn of t he ce ntury. It buys most of the od for the 250,000 b/d 
refinery from Saudi Arabia. It also produces about 700 million 
cubic feet a day of gas from estimated reserves of about 10,000 
billion cubic feet 

65,000 Malaysian workers strike 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — More than 65,000 Malay sian planta- 
tion workers began a nationwide strike Wednesday to press for a 
monthly wage scheme, while emergency talks to head off the 
dispute collapsed. Acting Labour Minister Lee Kim Sai sum- 
moned plantation owners and the workers* union to a three-hour 
meeting in the capital, hours after the strike began, but the 
meeting ended in a deadlock. The strike, which affects mainly the 
rubber and oil palm estates, threatens to cripple Malaysia’s 
commodity sector. Malaysia is the world’s largest palm oil and 
robber producer. Lee threatened to tak e the dispute to the 
industrial court, a move .that would automatically end the strike, if 
no compromise emerged Wednesday. He said he would decide 
after the National Union of Plantation Workers held an emergen- 
cy council meeting Friday. Thursday is a public holiday. 

Elf aims to expand in Britain . 

PARIS (R) — French oil giant Elf has said it was negotiating to 
buy U.S.-based Amoco’s 250 petrol stations in Britain as part of a 
new strategy to expand overseas. State-controlled Sotiete 
Nationale Elf Aquitaine did not disclose finanml details of the 
planned deal, which would make it the tenth biggest petrol 
retailer in Britain, but analysts gave a price tag of about $600 
nrillion. Elf, which already has 450 petrol stations in Britain, will 
double its share of the market to four per cent if the deal goes 
through, Chairman Loik Le Flocb-Prigent said. Le Floch-Prigcnt 
estimated Bfs 1989 net profit at more than seven t rillio n francs 
($L23 billion) compared with 7.21 billion francs ($1.27 billion) in 
1988 . Gross earnings in feet rose 40 per cent, buoyed by high oil 
output and high prices, but net profit was reduced three billion 
francs ($525 nnlfion) by a derision to write down the book? value 
of the phosphate and soda ash assets of Texasgulf, a U.S. firm in 
which Of has an 85 per cent stake. 

IDB gives Turkey loan, grant 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey signed with the Jeddah-based Islamic 
Devefopmeat Bank (IDB) for a $10 million credit and a $5 million 
grant, Thrirish treasury officials said. Officials said the grant and 
the 20-year credit, with a five-year grace period, would help to 
finance infrastructure projects and the b uilding of homes in the 
western city of T«mir for e thni c Turkish refugees from Bulgaria. 


Ershad demands end 
to ‘decade of despair 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Bangladesh President Hussain 
Mohammad Ershad Tuesday 
urged industrialised countries to 
reduce crashing Third World 
debt and draw tbe deyetofring 
world into the economic main- 
stream and out of a “decade of 


Ershad, in a speech to the 
non-aligned Group of 77, warned 
that half a trillion people in the 
least developed countries, includ- 
ing JJaiigiadesh, remain “on the 
margin of existence” and* need 
international support. 

B angladesh, a flood-ravaged 
nation in the Ganges River delta, 
has an average per capita income 
of $160 per year. 

“The restoration of growth in 
tfae .LDCs (least developed coun- 
tries) wfif require substantial in- 
crease in development assist- 
ance,” he said. 

For the underdeveloped coun- 
tries, Ershad said, the 1980s were 


a decade of socio-economic 

- stagnation. 

“What was to be a decade of 
development became a decade of 
despair,” he sakL Average per 
capita income declined for most. 
of the decade, and unemploy- 
ment and illiteracy rose, he said. 

Ershad said overseas develop- 
ment assistance,- ODA, must 
move towards an agreed target of 
.15 per cent of the donor’s gross 
national product (GNP) or alter- 
natively doubling aid for the least 
developed countries. 

“Donors should ' consider 
doubling the present level of 
ODA in the next five years,’* 
F-rshad sak)- 1 In the long; term 
they should aim at revising the 
target to .20 per cent of their 
GNP to least developed nations, 
he said. 

He praised the Toronto summit, 
of industrialised nations, which 
agreed last year to some debt 


relief. Bat added initiatives taken 
since then are stfll very inadequ- 
ate. He said tire burden of debt 
must be lifted “at least to tbe 
point where their economies can 
grow out of their overwhelming* 
indebtedness.” 

He said it also is necessary to 
decisively reduce the overall debt 
stock of the feast developed coun- 
tries and substa ntially . - reduce 
their nniltflatraral and aunmeroal 
debt obligations- 

The least developed countries 
need more help if they are to join 
the world economy, Erehadsaid. 
He cated stabilisation of commod- 
ity prices and fair compensation 
to the countries for shortfalls in 
export - earnings due to market 
fluctuations. 

Access to markets, less protec- 
tionism, exemption from quota 
and full duty-free treatment of 
the least developed countries’ ex- 
ports also are vital, the president 
said. 


EIU sees quick East Bloc 
adoption of market economy 


LONDON (R) — East European, 
nations are likely to move rapidly 
towards free markete irrespective 
of economic and political prob- 
lems facing Kremlin leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev, an indepen- 
dent British research group said 
Wednesday. 

The Economist- Intelligence 
Unit (EIU) said faflnrc to imple- 
ment radical economic reform in 
the Soviet Union resulted from 
dear divisions in the ruling Polit- 
buro but it forecast that Mos- 
cow’s former satellite states 
would be well placed to use cheap 
labour to step up exports to the 
West 

“Disunity in the Politburo is... 
one reason why die scope of 
perestroika remains to so limited 
four years into Mr. Gorbachev’s 
t e n ure of power and why its 


results have been so meagre,” the 
research group said in its 1990 
World Outlook. 

The EIU, part of the group 
which also publishes the weeJdy 
newspaper The Economist, said 
rtkwwjianfjnwrt with 40 yeaiS of 
central p lanning - and tbe West’s 
Kniring of assistance . to reform 
meant East Bloc nations would 
transform their economies 
.swiftly. 

It said it was too late to turn the 
dock back in Eastern Europe 
after the sweeping changes of 
1989 even if the Soviet president 
were removed from office in a 
neo-Stalinist backlash. 

But it said reform could cause 
considerable disruption for the 


— The downfall of the 
Ceausescu regime in Romania 
will lead to cutbacks in. food 
supplies to the Soviet Union as 
the new Bucharest government 
feeds its own people. Fifteen per 
cent of Soviet imports of fresh 
and frozen meat come from 
Romania and 10 per cent -of 
imports of processed meat, poul- 
try and vegetables. The Soviet 
Union 'may have to buy more 
food on the world market 

— The move to democracy in 
Czechoslovakia and East Ger- 
many is bad news for Poland and 
Hungary. Western investment 
could be diverted to the more 
heavily industrialised nations and 


consumers of Eastern Europe, ' outlying European Community 
the Soviet Union and the West nations such as Portugal could 


The EEU forecast 


also suffer. 


Iran five-year plan wins final 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s five-year 
economic plan won final approval 
'Wednesday after minor changes 
jn parliament 

“Thank God, through efforts of 
the Majlis (parliament) and the 
Guardian Council the five-year- 
plan won final appr oval just 
now,*’ Majlis Speaker Mehdi 
Kairnbi said at an open session. 

The plan, which aims for an 
eight per cent annual growth and 
allows the use of $27.6 billion of 
foreign credit, is central to Presi- 
dent AH Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
janfs efforts to rebuild file eco- 
nomy after the eight-year war 
with Iraq. 

Parts of file plan, originally 
passed by parliament Jan. 9, wine 
vetoed by the Guardian Council, 
a committee of six Islamic theolo- 


gians lawyers., which en- 

sures lawsr do not violate Mamie 
principles or the constitution. 

Parliament made a few minor 
changes Wednesday to incorpo- 
rate the coundTs views. 

But it left unchanged the only 
controversial point, a danse 
whkh forbids the conversion of 
farmland and fruit orchards to 


non-agr^dtnral use. 

The council had ruled that this 
conflicted with the right of the 
individual to his property under 
Islamic law, according to the 
head of the Majlis plan and 
budget committee Morteza 
Alvin. 

Exemptions were included in 
the government regulations and 
the council was apparently con- 


vinced later that this was enough 
to meet its objections. 

Final approval of the plan gives 
Rafeanjam a free hand to imple- 
ment his policies to revive indust- 
rial production and give a greater 
role to the private sector in the 
economy. 

His plan was backed by the 
influential Tehran militant clergy- 
men parliamentary group which 


indudes some of the m^yped 
critics* of foreign honouring. 

“Our society hopes to move 
towards reconstruction and star 
WHty after the approval of the 
five-year- plan and tbe readiness 
of Mr. Rafsanjani’s government 
to implement it,” the group said 
in a statement published in Ette- 
laat newspaper Tuesday. 


East Germany reports economic crisis 
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One ounce of gold 


WORLD STOCK 


SYDNEY — Profit-taking in the gold sector and a late self-off 
among the industrials drove Australia’s share market into a sharp 
retreat after Tuesday’s gold-inspired rally. Tbe All Ordinaries 
Index fell 18.9 to dose at 1677.0. 

TOKYO — Index-linked buying from investment trust funds with 
bundles of new cash helped lift share prices out of their throughs, 
but they still closed slightly lower in scant trade. The Nikkei 
ended down 26.72 at 37,188.95. 

HONG KONG — Stocks closed lower after a very quiet day’s 
trade dominated by trading in selected blue chips. The Hang Seng 
Index dosed down 9.20 points at 2,751.60. 

SINGAPORE — The market dosed on mixed note after a day of 
active trading saw selective buying. The Straits Time index dosed 
, 3.13 points lower at 1,515.01. 

BOMBAY — Share prices fell sharply for tbe second day on heavy 
nervous selling over fears of a fourth India-Pa kistan war. Tbe 
Bombay index plummeted 17.76 points to 68332. 

FRANKFURT — West German shares dosed higher as the 
market’s underlying positive mood returned. Tbe Dax index 
dosed at 1,822.78 up 9.88 points from Tuesday’s dose. 

ZURICH — Good demand for Swiss insurers’ registered shares 
brought a firmer tone to the market and prices recovered to dose 
slightly firmer. The SPI index rose 2.6 to 1,1023. 

PARIS — Share prices ended lower In a very thin market with 
investors reluctant to take a lead from Wall Street’s higher trend 
amid continued uncertainty over the world economic outlook. 
The C AC-40 index ended 9.15 points down at 1,882.88. 

LONDON — Shares were firmer near the dose, but it was from 
few spedal situations rather tha n conv iction the market had 
turned around. By 1554 GMT the FTSE was 11. 6. up at 2333.6. 



EAST BERLIN (R) — East Ger- 
many’s parlia m ent Ha* heard a 
prim report on the country’s cri- 
sis-ridden economy, ruined by. 
four decades of co mmnnis t fiscal 
mismanagement and i neffic ient 
ce n tral planning. 

The report underlined a painful 
task confronting the once-hard- 
Kne East- European state as it 
moves towards an open, market 
economy in a democratic political 
system. 

■There were few new revela- 
tions, but the report served to 
emphasise the plight of East Ger- 
many which opened its doors a 
week ago to badly-needed foreign 
investment and business exper- 


tise. 

“Because of mistaken econo- 
mic policies, the East German 
economy has fallen into a crisis,” 
Kail Giueriheid, bead of the gov- 
ernment’s economic committee, 
told parliament in s u mmi ng up 
die report. 

East Germans flooding to the 
West to seek a better life had torn 
gaping holes in the economy and 
industry was neither competitive 
nor efficient The country’s debt 
had grown because the economy 
consumed more than it produced 

Industrial production, trans- 
port, trade and local industry had 
been especially hit in the fourth 


quarter of last . year, as around 
350,000 East Germans left the 
country. There were more than 
170., 000 vacant jobs, many in 
skilled areas. 

Production was expected to fall 
by between four and five per cent 
in the first quarter of this year 
compared witii the first quarter of 
1989, Gruenheid said, and the 
country would continue to run a 
large foreign trade deficit this 
year. 

Hundreds of people are still 
padring their bags every day to 
seek a better life in affluent West 
Germany. 

He appealed for an end to 


wanting strikes against the com- 
munist-led coalition that has 
ruled the country for tbe last nine 
weeks, since a peaceful revolu- 
tion smashed the old order. 

“Strikes are destabfismg,” he 
said. !■•' ' 

- The coalition, under reformist 
Prime Minister Hans Modrow, 
Sunday agreed to form a “nation- 
al unity” coalition with opposi- 
tion groups and parties. 

Modrow said Monday that eco- 
nomy and law-and-o rder were 
collapsing in East Germany and 
that a decision to advance free 
elections to March was a matter 
of national, salvation. 


“Oh, all right — I’ll keep my 
cold feet on my own side 
of the bed!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbiess, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 





Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hera: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers t o morrow) 

JumbteK ADAGE EMERY SLEEPY MUSTS* 
Answer: What that wild animal trainer at the circus 
does— ‘TAMES" TO PLEASE 
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fly nomi'-Am Artotogar, Carroff Rattier Foundation 


GENERAL TaSDSNOBS; This 
frofooddaytogoduwtfyto One 
who ass yonr paopert or tppty 
tattUUdwiMalfiNitfjN 
faro fa mfud iad would Itiwto do 
d»i: require* so w uMhfaiiri 
effect 


(mod *f& dafiy date. Yen see 
the fact im to owwacc b o si ncM 
*8ytn fo afoug wfah jonr view*. 

KJSSAs (Separate 23 » October 
22) You cm give yoar confidence 
bqw; far nay name- friends ere 
about yon. Areo mpm yfag your 
atteduitetf to reoeanoes win 
' bring yoa new mgce, ' 
SCOKBOc (October 2? toNcmm- 
ber 21) Mods planar win come 
from »coe*tfefi l w ra tomcatt with 
friends. Being with congenial 

r.Ta iti m M|!«g aJaaiugg 

zncDOf r qttCi pwHra 

your ante. . . 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Now yon can make 
good fronds with person* in place* 
of imp orta a c e. There me ways to 
pfcHHC yoar famfly, so don't he 
late but do so at once. 

CAPRICORN:' (December 22 to 
Jtawazy 2Dp A newriom oo yoar 

remfa Don't get 
vofred at bone with a finally 
. member . 

AQOAKK6: (January 21 toRbtn- 
azy 19) Get out in the woridof 

yoursdvea, ^nwf(e 'those to whom 
yon fed emotionally car cunpos- 
saanaufy d r a wn into jour home. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Or ganize your bufaea and 
money afltfn so yon do not get 
(aligned. Delightful outside con- 
tacts should oe entertained as 
guests in yoar borne, 

FORECAST FOB, FRIDAY FEBRUARY 2, tm 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. CarroS Fighter Foundation 


ARMS; (March ll to Aprfl tt) 
You can go fenra x d and meet 
tboce teesoritii dOBtaem you have 
inoopsaQ mmg. me yw 
honOy with you to cajay mane 
pubtfe or l yntmwHty ew is. . 

TAURO& {AprS 20 10 39 

Discus* longtime desires for going 
to a pkaaue resort wife c know- 
IcdgeaiMo friend. Yen and joh 
ut a rtnnc nt wtt cafey acme osaridc 
c mcr t abno cor or recreation. 

CKMM; (MayZl to Jnac 21) A 
dip to see doae comporaotg with 
good frkaafr brings h^g»K» to ad 
umotued- Be withymxr anaduMsst 
as smeb as you are tMe, 

MOON CHILDREN; (fane 22 to 
July 21) Go Dutch with under- 
standing friends at places of 
amusement. You need some fresh 
new ins peati oo to i mprest yoar 
atiaf-luatutf. 

LEO; (July 22 to Ante 21) Ex- 
plaining true facts of a wmation 
wffl ward off taaajy atgumens. 
Combine ma} pleasures - with 
some persons you have just met lor 
mate's happiness. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Accept help from a progressive 


ABIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
Don't force an atsoctetion with a 
newcomer to whom you are . 
attracted into jottr arete of 
fiaendr You can easOy make yoar 
home more attractive and opotive. 

TAURUS; (April 20 to May 20) 
Takeyour family with you to some 
fine outride place* of recr eati on.. 
Let attachmen t know in tittle ways 
the extent of your devotion. 

GEMXNL- (May 21 to June 21) 
Make sure you drive carefully on 
jaunts to see re h tfrc i andcotnpaa- 
jons. A good day to get every 
single condition at your borne in 
toe peak of condition. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
Jniy 21) Your brat time sodalfy can 
now be on trips with good friends. 
Very good time for important dis- 
cutsons ami having a gpod time 
whh your fiamfiy. • 

LEO; (July 22 to Angoa 21) Hyou 
have duties to perlmni for family 
do them without insisting others 
aid you. Do not 
that you and youri 
eye-to-eye. 

VIRGO: {August 22j 

22) Goicsward witii sonpq.i 
i mp covemcnti to your activities, 
but do so without haste. S u tpririi^ 
annoyances that occur at your teii- 
dcoce need to be taken in stride. 

LIBRA? (September 33 to October 



22) Gamer information from every 
poariUe sou r ce that win aid yon 
with routine activities. Don't get 
hmtivod in dwc w riqa of lewtii 
over unimawtaut borinns detmis. 

EOOBIIOt (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Don't be so preoceopied 
with pl ea s u re that you fagot to 
n»*wif m.iiHi who made t han 
powbie, You have a good chance 
to get your frnndy approval form 
new course of action. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You now ean make 
a very good &Qy and friend in one 
of high position. The time is not 
quite ripe for that trip that so 
appeals to you and your mate. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Get famOy finances 
and resources so they be better 
used to everyone's advantage. A 
wonderful day to express kwe and 
affection for your attachment. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Hoe fa some very interest- 
tog v&ts to see kin, dose 

Most everything of a practical na- 
ture will wade oat at yoar home. 

fISCXSe (February 20 to March 
20) Oday in a trip with an alder 
frieod now, is all to the best in- 
terest* of you both. Invite younger 
persons fao your home to lighten 
atmosphere. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HJRSCH 
BUM Mona Madte OontoM, Inc. 

HANDLED 

Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
*10*54 . 

? R73 
0 10.B 7 < 

* K* 

WEST ’EAST - 

* 72 *83 

<7 AJ985 <? *4 • 

0 A KQ J 0 95 3 

*10 9 * Q J 5 4 3 2 

SOUTH 
*AKQJP 
9 Q 18 2 
0 42 

* A 8 7 

The bidding: - 

West .North .East Sooth 

1 7 Pass Pam DU 

2 0 Pass Pats 2 * 

Pan 4 * Pan Pan 

Pass 

Opening lead: King of 0 
Only a person with a very stub- 
born streak would take a finesse 
which is almost certain to fail. Yon 
must search far greener pastures. 

North made a well-judged leap to 
four spades on minimal values. 
Since partner's bidding pr o mi s e d a 
considerably bctter-ihan-ntmimum 
*hand, North deemed that wefl- 
placed kings behind the opening bid 
and the raffing value in dubs wcfuld 


WITH CARE 

almost surely be worth enough 
tricks for game because of the four- 
card tramp support. 

The defense attacked with three 
rounds of tfiamonds, declarer ruff- 
ing the third. Obviously, the prob- 
lem was to avoid losing two bean 
aides. Since East did not take a 
heart preference, dunces of finding 
the jatk of hearts well placed were 
negligible- . ' 

Declarer found a way out of his 
dflemrea. After drawing tramps in 
two rounds. South crossed to the 
king of dubs, raffed dummy’s last 
diamond, cashed the ace of dubs 
and raffed a dub in dummy. With 
the minor suits c Hmt o at cd, declarer 
led a low heart from the table to the 
queen in his hand, and Wot was a 
dead dude. 

The defender took the ace of 
hearts, but was faced with a choice 
of losing alternatives. If he hap- 
pened to have a minor-suit card as 
an exit, declarer would ruff in one 

hanrf w hite discarding th* Itwjffg 

heart from the other. That was not' 
the case, so West had to lead a low 
heart away from the jade. Bat it was 
declarer, not partner, who held the 
ten. South allowed the heart to ride 
around to hand, and the game was 
in the bag. 
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A1 Ali expects tough tennis 
tournament with Malaysians 


Sense ffnlffp 

to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Ham Al Ah has 
been repr esenting Jordan for the 
past five yean m mternationaJ 
tournaments. This Friday he will 
represent Jordan again in the 
Davis Cop teams tournament at 
the Sports Palace. 

■ Ham, who is a part of a four- 
man team playing Malaysia Fri- 
day said be believed in bis team- 
mates, but expressed reservation 
on the team p rep a ration. 

**I think our team is pretty 
good, but 1 don't drink we have 
bad enough exposure and prac- 
tice.'’ 


The Jordanian team has been 
for this tournament 
since early January. Part of the 
training also mduded a two week 
trip to Sweden, A1 Ali said he 
thought the trip was a positive 
one because it got the team in 
shape, but added “I think the 
drawback about it was that it was 
a short one, and not long enough 
to prepare us to play in the Davis 
Cup matches." 

The Malaysian team includes 
two professioal f gnnk players, 
that » why A1 Ali expects the 
tournament to be very dhaUeng- 
ing. “I am hoping for a positive 
result though, (have a lot of faith 
in our team," be said. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Samaranch, Sabah due in Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
President Juan Antonio Samaranch and Asian Olympic Commit- 
tee president and member of the IOC board of directors Sheikh 
Faha A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah axe due to arrive in Amman on Feb. 14 
accompanied by a five-member delegation representing the two 
Olympic committees. The Jordanian Olympic Committee (JOC) 
Secretary General Abdullah Abu Nuwwar told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the visiting delegation will inspect the sports 
movement in the Kingdom and the activities of JOC. The 
delegatfon Abu Nuwwar said, will discuss with Jordanian officials 

" i and the two committees as 


as the. prospect of Jordan’s participation in the Barcelona 
Olympics in 1992. * 

Kristiansen expecting a baby 

OSLO (R) — Ingrid Kristiansen, (be world's greatest woman 
distance runner, is expecting her second child in July but fas no 
plans to retire from the sport. Hie 33-year-old Norwegian said on 
Tuesday she is expecting a baby on July 25 but expects to 
compete at next year's world championships. “I needed a break 
now and the tuning of this pregnancy is jnst fine," said 
Kristiansen, the marathon, 5,000 and 10,000 metres world record 
bolder who is currently in Colorado with ber husband and 
six-year-old son Gaute. *T am afawtig to be back in form for the 
wond championships in Tokyo in September 2992," she said. 


THE Daily Crossword »***.*<>.** 


ACROSS 
1 Assorted: 
abfar. 

8 Wiwoiul 
wstght 

10 N«wte 

14 SuthsrttRd 
Mlo 

15 Padre's pd 

IS Err 

17 Quit 

10 TVs Duly 

20 Lure 

21 Alda 

23 NaviBotfHi 
hszsiris 

20 “How tha 


\a 
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Li 
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H 

H 

P 
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H 

Hi 

P 

w 

H 

HI 


nnnl* 

(Pound} 

27 Outdoor party 
20 Clanton 

32 VNMn's looks 

36 Munich’s riwr 

28 Hindu two 

37 Muslosl 
s cro n ym 

38 Rsqnsst 
38 504 

40 Haram mom 

41 Incisor* 

44 Awi i ff sbbr. 

40 Darias 
47 Qfal 
44 Parchsd 
40 Unwritten 

SO RunTnk* 

52 Bore Ills tooth 
54 Most difficult 
57 Takas care of 

01 Busy as — 

02 Gloss down 
05 Kind of 

admiral 

M Cate patron 

07 Wood 

08 BPOE went . 
60 Doctors 

70 So ha -HI 

DOWN 
1 Prote cllw 

2 SX OuH 
- tend 
3 AHuriunt 



OIWM TrtMaM M«»a SwvtoM, mo. 

AR RJohtv MMiVM 

Yesterday's Puds Soteoct 
4 Bore — ■ 


5 Party balp 
B **1 — Camara” 

7 Dtaancumbar 

8 Lab oaf 

» Trfflad 

10 Whan to find 


11 Break out 

12 Fork part 
IS Hunted 

10 Hockay tnfllau 
22 Fatana of 

24 Marks 

mo MtlNfHlOlB 

Un 

27 Dooms 

28 Site of tho 
Knipp works 

20 OuH 

temporarily 
31 Lama grotto 
83 Ham’s 
madtaan 
34 C Waaa s 
42 NYSE psopls 


nnm nnn~in nnnn 
nrmn nnnnn rannn 
nnnn nnnrin nnnn 
nnnnnnim nnnnn 
nnn nnnnn 
nnnnnriiin nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


43 Youth 
gaddsss 
45 Criterion 


55 Qan aai s noma 

56 "—’a Amora” 
58 Hiunbug 

40 Keyboard S3 Mppod • 

to ain iwnt ' 30 Frank 

SI Dundsibaads S3 Actress 

53 Agant abbr. Hagaa 

54 Rabbit 64 Aslan holiday 


Budget 


rentacar' 

CAR LEASING OPTORTUNTTY!! 

Budget rent a car offers a very limited number of cars for 
leasing, as follow: 

Nissan Sunny — ' JD 350.- / Month 
Nissan Blue Bird — JD 375.- / Month 
Nissan Laurel — JD 390.- / Month 
4x4 — JD 475.- / Month 

Minimum lease perod: 3 months. 

Lease rates includes: 

— unlimited Km 

— lull insurance 

— CDW 

— 24 hours breakdown service 

— fuH service. 

Cal) BUDGET for more Information: Sport City, 
Tel: 604231, Fax: 673312 
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Third drug offender identified at games 


AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
(AF) — Australian Lisa Martin 
made marathon history Wednes- 
day, but Action on the eighth day 
of the OmomonweaUh Games 
was again over-shadowed by re- 
velations of drug taking by 
weightlifting competitors. 

Martin’s victory by 7 minutes 
47 seconds over second-placed 
Canadian-born teammate Tam 
Rockle was the biggest winning 
margin in women’s international 
marathon history. 

Martin destroyed the field of 15 
runners, leading for every step of 
the 26 miles, 385 yards (42.175 
km) 

Her winning time of 2 boars, 25 
minutes, 28 seconds broke the 
Commonwealth Games best of 
236.07 she set when she won the 
tide in Edinburgh in 1986 and was 
the second fastest rime of far 
career. 

Rockle, 26, who only started 
serious running four years ago, 
was second in 233.25 and Eng- 
land's Angie Fain docked 2:36.35 
for third. 

For the third straight day, 
however, compe tito rs who lost 
medals were more newsworthy 


than most who won them. 

Oigamsera. announced that a 
third athlete in as many days fad 
faded a dope test, and said they 
would name him on Thursday 
after a second urine sample fad 
been tested. 

They also identified the two 
previous offenders as wrighthf- 
ten Subrata Kumar Paul of lndia 
and Ricky Chaplin of Wafas. 

David Dixon, secretary of the 
Commonwealth Games Federa- 
tion, said time Chaplin, who won 
a gold medal in the 75-kilogram- 
me dass, and Paul, who won two 
stivers and a bronze m the 67.5 
category, both would have their 
medals rescinded and had been 
thrown out of the games. 

Dixon told news conference 
that after hearing repre se ntations 
on behalf of Chaplm and Paul, 
“the two competitors have been 
eliminated from the games and 
their performances nullified.** 

He said Paul’s tests had shown 
traces of the banned anabolic 
steroid, nortes t osterone. Chaplm 
was found guilty on a technicality 
for having higher than normal 
testosterone levels, a naturally- 
occurring body-building hor- 


mone. 

"The resoles of the relevant 
and the award of 
wtil be adjusted to take 
account of the eiumnatkm of the 
two competitors," Dixon said. 

He said the International 
Weightlifting Federation (IWF) 
was being informed of the two 
cases “so that the appropriate 
action may be considered by that 
body.” 

Paul, the first athlete to fail a 
steroid test in the history of the 
raises, has already been sent 
home and win have to hand over 
his two stiver medals and one 
bronze in the 67.5 kilogrammes 
division. 

In the dean and jerk and com- 
bined, Lawrence Iquaibom of 
Nigeria will move up to the silver 
medal position, witii Mark Roach 
of Wales taking the bronze, hi 
the snatch, Australia’s Mark 
Blair will receive the bronze. 

Chaplin's gold medal m the 
75-kilogramme snatch will now 
go to India's Kamadhar Mondal, 
who moves up from the silver 
medal position. Another Welsh- 
man, Kail Jones, gets the stiver 
and Australia’s Ron Laycock. 


A apnkaawi^ for the Welsh 

ypifl the ' 'ram management 

had been info tied of Chaplin's 
disqualification tint would not be 

making any 

The spokesman, who declined 
to be identified, refused to say if 
Chaplm was still in the games 
village or had already been sent 

“We are very saddened by the 
whole situation but the team re- 
mains in good spirits. There will* 
be no further comment," the 
spokesman said. 

Dr. Tam as Ajan, general 
secretary of the IWF, said he was 
shocked to bear of the positive 
tests. 

He said the executive board of 
the IWF would meet in Mel- 
bourne, Australia, in March, to 
decide what action to take against 
Chaplin and Paul, and would 
consider whether any officials 
also should be punished. 

AH drug tests on athletes at 
these games are carried oat at the 
Australian government’s analy- 
tical laboratory in Sydney, and 
supervised by International Olym- 
pic Committee testing expert, 
Manfred Domke. 


Tyson tapers off training; 
manager predicts short fight 


TOKYO (AP) — Heavyweight 
title bouts in Tokyo tend to be 
short. Undisputed world hosting 
champion Mike Tyson ended the 
last one with a knockout in the 
second round against Tony 
Tubbs, and few expect him go the 
full distance when he defends his 
crown against James “Buster” 
Douglas here on Feb. 11. 

“We don't look for a knock- 
out,” Tyson trainer Aaron Snow- 
ell said Tuesday. “But if it comes, 
well take it." 

The undefeated, 23-year-oki 
champion has won 33 of his 37 
bouts by knockout. He took only 
93 seconds to flatten Iris last 
challenger, Carl “the Truth" Wil- 
liams, last July in Atlantic City. 

One official at the Korakueu 
Gym, where lyson and Douglas 
are training, said ticket sales have 
been slow because “who wants to 
pay good money to see a fight 
that will be over a few minutes?” 

But in p r e para tions for the 
Douglas fight, Tyson’s condition 
has been less than pe r fect 

Instead of a scheduled 
session Tuesday, Tyson, 
and trainer Jay Bright ended the 
ring to loud rap music for more 
than an hour, trying to work out 
some problems with tinting muL 
balance that have bothered the 
champion since his arrival. 

“When Mike doesn’t do what 
we want him to, we take him out 
and drill him on die floor,” said 
Snowell. “We want to work an a 
lot of tilings that he hasn’t been 
doing wdl.” 

Snowell added, however, that 
they are tapering off the cham- 


i*s workload because Tyson 
;□ in fr amin g for about two 
mouths and “we don't want to 
overtrain him.” 

Tyson ended up on his back 
after running into a right hook by 
fbrmer world chanson Greg 
Page in sparring last Tuesday. 
T rainer * called it a slip, bat 
; the next day was 


After a day off Wednesday, 
Tyson is to spar six rounds on 
Thursday. 

Challenger Douglas, mean- 
while, went six rounds with bis 
three sparring partners Tuesday. 

Manager John Johnson pre- 
dicted Douglas will knock Tyson 
out in the early rounds. 

“He’s in the best shape he’s 
ever been in,” Johnson said. 
“Mike Tyson is not a concern, 
because James is just a better 
athlete. It won’t go the distance.” 


MANY VILLAS 

and apartments 

FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Uriftimtehed *■ 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
AbdoUn and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


GERMAN SHEPHERD DOGS FOR SALE 

Bom Dec. 10, 89. Price: JD 40 male, JD 40 female. 

Race: 7th Circle, beginning of the Airport High- 
way, next Friday from 10-11. *30 a.m. In an Amer- 
ican car. 


RARE RUGS AND KEUMS 
FOR SALE 

Collector selling part of his rare and antique rugs and 
Kelims 19 & 20th century. Senneh, Kashqai Karabagh, 
Kazak and others. 

TeL 823332 


FOR RENT 

TO D/PLOMATIC MISSIONS 


New super deluxe vffla with no 100111130. Consists of 2 floors, 3 
bedrooms, 3 b a throoms, spacious salons, located in the most beautiful 
site of Abdoun and has all services and liifities. 

Area of bufldfng: 300 squre metres. 

Call tab 780641/782951 


PAN PACIFIC OPEN: 


Sanchez, Maleeva advance 
into quarterfinals 


TOKYO (AP) — Second seed 
Arantxa Sanchez of Spain 
trounced Australian Jo- Anne 
Fanil 6-1, 6-0 ,in 41 minutes 
Wednesday, advanced to the 
quarterfinals of the Pan Pacific 
Open termic championship. 

Also advancing was Switzer- 
land’s Maxmela Maleeva, who 
crushed Terry Phelps of the Un- 
ited States 6-2, 6-1 on the artifi- 
cial courts of the Waseda Uni- 
versity memorial faH 

Top seed Steffi Graf of West 
Germany plays her first ain gtes 
match on Thursday, meeting 
Nicole Jagerman of the Nether- 
lands in the second round. Fourth 
seed Mary Joe Fernandez of the 
United States meets Japan’s 
Nana Miyagi in the only other 
remaining second-round match. 

Sanchez, ranked fifth in the 
world, and Fanil, ranked 69th, 
traded service breaks in the first 
two games , but Fanil was unable 
to win another game. 

“I shot passing shots and back- 
hands very welL I am in top shape 
as 1 skipped the Australian 
and- teamed hard,”- said r — 


a day court specialist, who added 
that she was com fo rt a ble on this 
tournament’s artificial surface. 

The third-seeded Maleeva, fir- 
ing six aces, overwhelmed an 
erratic Phelps, ranked 55th in the 
world. 

Maleeva, who has born in Bul- 
garia, became a citizen of 
Switzerland this month after her 
marriage. 

In other second-round action, 
Larisa Savchenko of the Soviet 
Union struggled through two 
boors and 35mmutes and two tie 
breaks before outlasting Peanut 
Louie-Harper of the United 
Stales 4-6, 7-6 (13-11), 7-6 (7-4). 

Sixth seed Gigi Fernandez of 
the United States beat Japan’s 
Maya Kidowaki 6-3, 6-3. 

In Friday’s quarterfinals, Sav- 
chenko meets tire winner of the 
Graf-Jagennan match and Gigi 
Fernandez plays Sanchez. 
Maleeva plays Brenda Shultz of 
the Netherlands, who beat 
Japan's Etsuko Inoue 6-1, 6-2 in 
tire second round. The Miyagi- 
Mary Joe Fernandez winner faros 
Japan’s AJriko Kijlmnta. 



TRENDY BOUTIQUE 

For Shoes And Clothes 

Announces its big saie up to 35% 
on the winter collection including the French 




Shmelsani, near the Istlklal Bookshop 
main entrance 


Visit Kan Zaman’s Show 
At 




SAFEWAY 

INTERNATIONAL 

TRADITIONAL HANDCRAFTS 
BY LOCAL ARTISTS 

FROM FEB 1 -14 th 

Enter to win Free Dinners 
At Kan Zaman 


Reasonably priced villa for rent; completely independent; 
fully furnished with European and American furniture; full 
services; CH, TV. video, telephone, garage, garden, 3 
bedrooms, 3 terraces, 3 bathrooms, living room, dining 
room, salon, spacious kitchen, quiet residential area. 

Call 662468 Thursday and Friday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
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Cinema 


Tel: 675571 
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PLAZA 


Tel: 674111 
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Sofia opposition rejects 
Communist coalition 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria’s opposition rejected 
Wednesday an offer by the ruling Communist Party 
to share power imfO elections in May. 


“We don’t accept the proposal 
for a coalition government,” 
opposition spokesman Petar Be- • 
ion said. 

Communist Party leader Petar 
Mladenov invited opposition 
groups Tuesday to join a national 
unity coalition which would ran 
the country until paifiamentaxy 
elections. in May. 

But Beron said the party had 
hot changed enough to allow real 
democratic discussion. 

“The party has complete power 
as always and we can’t change 
them,” he told Renters at the 
opposition’s newly-opened head- 
quarters in central Sofia. 

“They have the National 
Assembly in their pocket and 
they can paralyse the government 
any time they want.” 

Beron, spokesman -for the 
flourishing opposition umbrella 
group Union for Democratic 
Forces (UDF), added that the 
UDF felt such a coalition could 
damage , its rnmy at home and 
abroad. 

“People would think that we 
are not serious, but just want to 
try to share power,” he said. 

Mladenov’s offer to the opposi- 
tion was the latest in a series of 
stepG by the Communists to re- 
gam public confidence before the 
elections in the face of growing 
public dissent. 

The party has already given up 
its guaranteed right to rale and 
has begun roundtable talks with 
the UDF and other groups. 

But UDF leaders say they are 
still sceptical of the party’s sincer- 
ity to implement refor ms. 

Beron added that the UDF had 
dropped earlier demands to have 
only partial elections in May and 
postpone foil polls until 
November. 

“We don’t think well be much 
better organised in the autumn,” 
he said. 


“Time is running out and we 
most accelerate.” 

The Communist Party, opening 
its election campaign at an ex- 
traordinary congress in Sofia, 
sought Tuesday to distance itsdf 
from tiie discredited regime of 
Conner leader Todor Zhivkov. 

Mladenov, who served as Zhiv- 
kov’s foreign minister for 18 
years, attacked his disgraced pre- 
decessor as an “egotistical man- 
iac.” He said the party was facing 
a crisis but he believed it was the 
only organisation capable of run- 
ning the country. 

However there were growing 
indications that Mladenov might 
soon relinquish the party lead- 
ership. 

Mladenov proposed Tuesday 
separating the positions of party 
leader and head of state. He 
inherited both from Zhiv kov. 

Party spokesman Yevgeni Ale- 
xandrov said Mladenov was likely 
to stay as president, suggesting he 
might give up the party post. 

Mladenov is also reported to be 
in poor health. 

Party sources said the three 
most likely candidates to succeed 
Mladenov were Andrei Lukanov 
and Alexander IJk>v, both eco- 
nomic experts and pofitbuno 
members, and Stoyan Mihaylov, 
a deputy prime minister. 
Delegates at the Cc 


Party congress resumed debate 


on the parly’s future Wednesday, 
after opening-day proceedings 
illus trated the rift between radical- 
reformers and the conservative 
majority. 

The National Police, mean- 
while, announced a move to tty 
to prevent the spread of 
and demonstrations a gainst the 
government 

The meeting opened Tuesday 
with a speech by Mladenov tint 
was heavy on Marxist rhetoric, 

ts 


. but offered no concrete p resc rip - 
thms for Bulgaria’s ai™g eco- 
nomy. 

He listed 14 senior officials 
associated with Zhivkov as hav- 
ing no place in the 870,000-mem- 
ber party. They face expulsion, 
and some may be prosecuted. 

Two other close Zhivkov 
associates, his son-in-law Ivan 
Slavkov and former politbmo 
member Nfilko Balov, already are 
under criminal investigation for 
iiikaii nriMifiiriinii of funds. 

Mladenov said the party must 
be de-Stah'msrd and renewed. 
But he offered few proposals to 
appease young urban intellectuals 
too want to see the party restruc- 
tured along the lines of leftist 
government parties in Hungary 
and other liberafised Soviet Bloc 
countries. 

He rejected the postponement 
erf multi-party elections that could 
end more than four decades, of 
Communist rale. The fiedgting 
democratic opposition has sought 
to delay the voting until Novem- 
ber to give it more tune to orga- 
nise. 

As the congress met on open- 
ing day, strikes farther eroded 
the authority of the government. 

State televirion said a strike 
committee of teachers seeking 
better wages demanded the res- 
ignation of the leadership of the 
Education Ministry . 

At the same time, a central 
strike committee of miners con- 
tinued to negotiate with the gov- 
ernment. 

In an attempt to discourage 
more strikes and demonstrations, 
tire Bulgarian mflfflft, or police 
force, late Tuesday announced a 
nationwide campaign to track 
down troublemakers. 

The announcement, carried by 
state television, said that in the 
future police would film demon- 
strators to identify “particularly 
mafiezous” people in the crowd. 

The nzifitia also said those per- 
sons would be tracked down with 
tile help of tile mass mwtia and 
“local forces.” 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Polish primate in serious condition 


WARSAW (R) — Poland’s Roman Cathcjic primate, Cardinal 
Jozef Glemp, who has led the church through a decade of political 
turmoil, is in serious condition after two operations for a 
perforated ulcer, medical sources said Wednesday. Glemp, 60, 
underwent emergency surgery Tuesday after bemg taken to 
hospital with ‘“massive internal Weeding,” a priest at Ira residence 
said. The medical sources said he was very weak after another 
operation Tuesday night He visited France last week. (Hemp 
became the primate of Poland in 1961, a few months before the 
Communist authorities imposed martial law in an attempt to crash 
the Solidarity free trade union. During the 18 months of mar t i a l 
law, the Roman Catholic Church became a safe haven for the 
Polish opposition. The c hur c h , to which most Poles belong, also 
served as intermediary in talks between the Co m mu n ists and 
' Solidarity which led to the creation of a Solidarity-led government 
last September. 


Quayie briefs Bush on Panama 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. Vice President Dan Quayie, home 
from a tour of Latin America, is proclaiming a bright future for 
p anam a even as some nations in the region refuse to recognise its 
U.S.-installed government. Jamaica underscored its refusal Mon- 
day on the last stop of Quayie’ s three-day three-nation trip. 
Quayie Tuesday briefed President George Bush on his visits to 
Honduras, Panama and Jamaica, and gave him “a number of 
ideas on pushing U.S. policy forward 1 ’ in the region, said the vice 
president’s press secretary, David Beckwith. Quayie said earlier 
he gave Bush a “very upbeat” report on his visit. Bush had sent 
Quayie to smoothe the negative feelings aroused throughout the 
region when U.S. troops invaded Panama to oust former leader 
Gen. Manuel Noriega, now faring drag trial in the United States. 
Most of the Latin nations felt the invasion was a violation of 
Panama’s sovereignty. 


Bush backs torture convention 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A foreign policy adviser to President 
George Bush has joined human rights activists in poshing for 
Senate ratification of a U.N. convention banning torture, but Sen. 
Jesse Heims expressed reservations about the measure. Abraham 
D. Sofaer, the UJ5. State Department’s legal_ adviser, told the 
Senate Foreign Relations C ommi ttee the Bush government 
“places a hi g h priority cm early ratification of this important 
hitman rights treaty for substantive as well as symbolic reasons.” 
While the convention “breaks little new ground” and would be 
unnecessary in the United States, Sofaer said it would put the 
United States in the forefront of the issue. Nevertheless, Sofaer 
said the United States would insist on some “protective mea- 
sures” in the convention, winch makes all acts erf torture criminal 
offenses and requires parties to extradite those accused of torture. 
A two-thirds vote of the Senate is required for ratification, bttt the 
foreign relations committee most first vote on the issue. Helms, 
the panel’s ranking Republican, said he wanted to hold more 
discussions with the president’s office before a vote is scheduled. 
President Bosh also is a Republican, but the op p os iti on Demo- 
crats control the legislature. 


Guam governor commits suicide 


AGANA, Guam (AP) — Ricardo “Ricky” Bordello, former 
governor of Guam, died Wednesday of self-inflicted gunshot 
wounds while draped in a Guam national flag and dumwd to a 
statue in a busy intersection. BordaUo, pronounced dead at naval 
hospital, was to have boarded a plane Wednesday night for Los 
Angeles. He had been scheduled to report Friday to the federal 
correctional facility in Boron, California, to begin serving a 
four-year prison term on witness tampering and obstruction 
charges. BordaUo died of massive brain damage, said a hospital 
spokesman. Doctors had worked furiously to save his life,, bat 
emerg en cy surgery failed. BordaUo, 63, shot himself with a 
.38-caEber pistol after chanting himself to a statue of Cttief 
Qmpuba at one of the capital rify’s busiest intersections, said 
polios Lt Phil Dennis. He had unveiled four placards, one of 
which said, “I regret that I have only one life to give to my 
island,” said Dennis. Also recovered at the scene were a 
bloodstained flag a ud a padlock and chain. 


Serbian 


students 
seek end 
to Kosovo 
unrest 


BELGRADE (R) — Thousands 
of Serbian students, raising the 
stakes over Yugoslavia’s riot-tom 
Kosovo province, marched on 
parliament in Belgrade Wednes- 
day to demand that the country’s 


leaders end the week-long crisis 
or quit 

The students issued die ultima- 
tum shortly past midnight after at 
least five more people were killed 
in dashes between e thnic Alba- 
nians and police in Kosovo Tues- 
day, taking the death toD in the 
riots past 20, according to Yugos- 
lav media. 


Yugoslav media say the south- 
ern {province, where 2.7 mUhtxa 
ethnic Albanians outnumber 
Serbs by nine to one, is Rifling 
towards civil war. 

Some 48 factories were on 
strike Wednesday in Kosovo 
where ethnic Albanians took to 
the streets last week demanding 
free elections, the resignation of 
local Serbian-controlled leaders 
and the release of political pris- 
oners. 

Now the crisis has raffled over 
for the first time to the federal 
capital Belgrade, where 7,000 
Serbians chanting “we want 
weapons” and singing their 
national anthem hoisted a Ser- 
bian flag on a huge flagpole out- 
side parHam^nt 

“If the nationalist rampage of 
Albanian terrorists is not stop- 
ped, we demand the top organisa- 
tions of tiie federation hand in 
their resignations within 48 
hours,” the students said in a 
statement read out to cheers and 
wild applause. 

The students also sought per- 
mission from Yugoslavia’s state 
presidency to form volunteer bri- 
gades to go to Kosovo to defend 
their fellow Serbs, Tanjug news 
agency said. 

^ A similar protest in Belgrade 
during e thnic Albanian unrest 
last February mushroomed into a 
500, 000-strong dem onstration to 
demand tihe declaration of a state 
of emergency in Kosovo and the 
arrest or Albanian leaders. Both 
demands were met. 

The crisis has brought Sobia 
into conflict with Slovenia and 
Croatia, the most Westernised of 
Yugoslavia’s republics, which 
have oitidsed Serbia’s tough me- 
asures against tiie protesters. 

Janez Dmovsek, bead of dm 
collective presidency, said Tues- 
day that the eight-man body 
would meet tiie presidents of tiie 
country’s six republics ami two 
provinces next week to discuss 
now to end the crisis. 


Gorbachev says resignation report groundless 


MOSCOW (Agenda)— Soviet 
President MftUI Gorbachev 
said Wednesday be had no fa- 
teation of res fanfa g as Com- 
nmnist Party chief and dismis- 
sed as c< groadhas” a D8. 
television report that he was 
about to step down. 

Journalists attending a photo 
session between Gorbachev and 
Bnzffian President-elect Fer- 
nando Collar de MeSo in the 
KranBa said the Soviet leader 
looked taken aback when asked 
about a report by the Cable 
News Network (CNN) that he 
was considering quitting. - 

‘*1 have no int ent ion ef doing 
so,” he said. “No one has said 
this and I certatofy didn’t] 
any such statement . Any 


been ia sectarian at Ida country 


Gorbachev MU thejosnnri- 
fats he had been at Us country 
home bat preparing Iris speech 
to next week’s critical plenary 
Besting of tike party’s Central 
C©32esaittee. 


“In the next few days, we 
wffl have a very important pie- 
he said. “Decfcfeos wffl 
be requited on very serious 
matters and they wffl be pub- 


SCnior officials said 
a ct walfy e s a tt a ched .Gorbachev 
fiercely at a plenum In early 
Decoder and sane, reports 
suggested he had threatened to 
step down nritess he was given 
M s up port. ■ 

In Washington, the Caked 
States said Tuesday Oaf the 
resignation report was fast a 
rumour and it would not 
change its view of the Soviet 
leader. 


White House Chief of Staff 
John Suaraan, who said he had 
ftvv 1 the report with fttd- 
dent George Bmh and National 

Security Advisor Brent Scow- 
craft, said ofllrtofa were txytag 
to assess the report’s accuracy 
and the imputations of sack a 


The CNN report, which scut 
financial markets tumbling in 
New York, said Gorbachev had 
been despondent about the use 
of troops to q nefi ethnic rarest 
in the southern Transcaucasia 
regno. At least 125 people have 
died m the region to the past 10 
days. 

Use network’s Moscow's 
c o rrespondent said Gorbachev 
had opposed Che dbpateh of the 
troops on Jan. 20 mid had dace 


The plomm, schedu l ed for 
Monday and Tuesday, fa to 
discuss the turmoil to the 
Tkanscancasfani republics of 
-Armenia and AzerfeaQaa m d 
the recent spBt to Communist 
ranks to fee Baltic repubtic of 
Lithuania. 


It wffl also deal with the 
party’s pro giamin e and sta- 
tutes to be d e b u te d at a key 
party congress to take place to 
October. Gorbachev has made 
an ove rhau l of the party and its 
personnel at the con g ress a top 
priority of Ids reforms. 

The Soviet leader is fflofy to 
face criti cism at the meeting 
partirnisrfy from co ns erva ti ves 
su sp icious of radical 


“A1 1 can teO yon now fa that 
fifs a rumour and therefore it’s 
not somethtog. I think we 
should respond to or react to,” 
Secretary of State James Baker 
told reporter s . 

“We wffl have a comment if 
we ever determine that It’s aay- 
thlag more than jnst a 
be added. 


“ft’s not gotag to change the 
perception that we have , of 
President Gorbachev,” Son- 
ne told reporters. “We would 
fflee to understand, the detoft of 
what's Involved and what’s hn- 
ptiedffsacha 
pl ace. ” 


wffl delay by one day 
fab February meeting with 
Soviet Foreign. Minister 
Ifttosid Sfaiadmda lo avoid 
a omffcct with a matting of the 
Communist Party Central 
Committee, a Baker ride said. 

The report shook up the New 
York stock market, wh i ch was 
Banked by wfld gyrations to 
share prices.. Stocks ended 


Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney, who said last year be 
did not believe Gor ba c hev 
could sacceed.hi reforming the 
Soviet political and economic 
system, suggested that any 
m o ve by tiie Soviet leader to 
step down would sot be wel- 
come in Washington . 

“Pm net me that would be 
a positive development,” he 
said. (f I think there fa a general 
that Gorbachev's 
t has been important to 
improving U-S.-Sovfet refe- 


Bonn hails 


Gorbachev 


unity stand 


BONN (R) — Bonn hailed Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
support for German unity 
Wednesday and pledged to keep 
its present-day territory in tiie 
NATO alliance even after merg- 
ing with East Germany. 

Foreign Minister Hans-Diet- 
rich Gnescher praised Gorbachev 
for recognising the popular de- 
mand in East Germany for unity 
and trying to create a stable 
framework to achieve it 

In his most positive statement 
yet on reunification, the Soviet 
leader declared Tuesday that 
German unify — which Moscow 
has steadfastly opposed since the 
end of World War II — was not in 
doubt bat needed careful prepa- 
ration on all sides. 

His statement came as East 
German leaders, including his 
guest in Moscow Prime Minister 
Hans Modrow, began making 
their first statements for unify 
after 40 years of opposing it 

“Once again, Gorbachev has 
proven himself to be a realistic 
politician who analyses develop- 
ments in East G e rm an y and the 
will of its people correctly. 


Genscher told West German 
radio. 

“He wants to create a stable 
framework for this development 
— that must be our interest as 
well.” 

For the opposition Social 
Democrats (STD), East Euro- 
pean expert Egon Bahr called 
Gorbachev’s words a break- 
through. 


“There are no longer any dif- 
ferences between oar and the 
Soviet general secretary’s views,” 
he said. “It is no longer a ques-_ 
tion of if, bat when, how and 
what form a unified German state 
might take.” 

Gorbachev’s statement also 
sent Frankfort share prices up 
sharply Wednesday morning, 
“Anything positive on East Ger- 
many is good for the German 
stock market,” one trader said. 

Soviet support for the division 
of Germany, one of Moscow’s 
proudest prases from World War 
H, has long been a crucial HnrriU* 
to German reunification. 

Before c o mnmiri an callapsed 
there late last year. East Ger- 
many was Moscow’s most loyal 
ally and dependable economic 
partner. The Kremlin still has 
about 385,000 troops based there 1 , 
to num the d isap p earing frontline 
of the Warsaw Pact 

But a groundsweH of pro-unity 
calls in both Germanys and tiie 
threat of political and economic 


Ruling Romanian front to form 


party, offer role to opposition 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania’s 
National Salvation Front (NSF) 
said Wednesday it would form a 
separate political party while con- 
tinuing to rule as a provisional 
government. 

And it said it would offer other 
political groupings a share of 
power — which it did not define 
— until next May’s general elec- 
tion. 

Parties revived since tiie over- 
throw and execution of Commun- 
ist dictator Nicolae Ceausescu 
last month are angry that the 
NSF, which took power from 
him, is planning to contest the 
polls. They argue this will give it 
an unfair advantage. 

Sflvm Brncan, infl uential chair- 
man of tiie front's Foreign Policy 
Commission, said a solution had' 
to be found to its present role as 
both player and referee in Roma- 
nian politics. 

“It is necessary that (the front) 
gain its own status, different from 
and -independent of tiie state 
organs that have legislative pow- 
er,” he told Bucharest’s biggest 
daily newspaper Romania 
Libera. 

“For the moment, we will try 


to divide off the state organs that 
have legislative power, in which 
the other parties can participate 
in one form or another, and 
which will function until the May 
20 elections,” Brncan said. 

“We must find a generally 
acceptable sotntion in winch the 
referee is not also a player,” he 


“I believe and hope that with 
the constructive, cooperation of 
the other parties we wfll solve tins 
problem satisfactorily.” 

Brncan said the NSF had never 
regarded itself as only a pro- 
visional leadership. 

This feeling was put about by 
our oppements to prevent our 
participation in the elections,” he 
said. 

He said be had made, dear in 
interviews- with the Financial 
Times of London and Le Monde 
of Paris in late December that the- 
NSF would fight tiie elections. 

;■ But Romanians said tins inten- 
tion had not been pub&ased in- 
side the country until last week. 

A front spokesman said anew 
round of talks with the other 
parties would start Thursday. . 
~ - The largest opposition group. 


the National Party, said it would 
attend the talks. 

A role in the interim govern- 
ment and freer access to state- 
controlled media have been the 
parties’ main demands. 

The last round of talks with 
President Ion IHescn was broken 
off after crowds of demonstrators 
for and against the front massed 
outside the bunding where they 
were taking place. 

NSF supporters tamed to in- 
timidation Monday, besieging ti$e 
offices of the country's two main 
opposition parties, forcing thrir 
leaders to flee. 

In Washington, the State De- 
partment Tuesday accused the 
National Salvation Root of in- 
timidating the opp os iti on and 
said Department Hnman Rights 
Director Richard ’Sdriftec was in 
Bucharest “forcefully stating our 
Concerns.” 

In other. developments Tadsday, 
a mffitary trflHmal was told dot 
Ceansescn’s defence minister, 
Vasfle Mika,. was. hot shot oh 
Ceansescu’s orders, but WM 
hims elf rather than give orders to 
fire. on anti-Ceaucescb demon- 
strators. : 


Filipino tribes spurn autonomy plan 


BAGUIO, Philippines (R) — 
Tribesmen in the northern Phcttip- 
pines have soundly rejected a 
government offer of limited self- 
rale for their gold-rich mountain 
region, voting results showed 
Wednesday. 

Partial returns in Tuesday’s 
autonomy referendum showed a 


representing fiercely independent 
tribal groups, live in the area 
alongside a minority of Christian 
settlers who control much of the 


big rejection of the autonomy 
plan in four of five provinces and 
in Bagnio City, the regional cen- 
tre, while “No” votes were also 
winning, by a closer margin, in 
the fifth province. 

The region, rich in timber and. 
gold, has been a battleground for 
a decade between government, 
forces symbolising Manila’s cen- 
tral authority and C o mmun ist 
guerrillas opposed to the pro-" 
sence of multinational companies 
in the area. 

About a millio n tribesmen, 


region’s business. 

Unidentified men exploded a 
home-made bomb outride the 
offices of thfc election commision 
late Tnesaday night while poll 
officials were counting tiie results 
but no one- was injured. 


“Everybody scampered for 
safety. They’re trying to scare 
us,” said regional election com- 
mission chief FeUmon Aspcnn, 
whose car was torched Monday, 
eve of the voting. 

Police had no suspects but 
Asperin said he believed the ind- * 
dents were perpetrated by groups 
which thought the commission 
was favouring autonomy. 

The autonomy plan would 


place the mountainous Coxdfflera 
region under a semi-autonomous 
government which would get a 
substantial share of taxes from 
big mining companies in the area 
as well as limited authority in 
regional economic planning. 

But Manila would provide- tiie 
main direction. 

_ A raggpd coalition of conserva- 
tive politicians, rivic m yt business 
groups, Communist rebels and an 
armed faction led by former Ro- 
man Catholic Priest Conrado Bal- 
weg opposed the plan, saying it 
did not provide for real 
autonomy. '. 

“People thought 90 per cent of 
the area will still be controlled by 
.the central government, not the 
auton o mous gove rnment, ” Ben- 
guet provincial board memhw 
Rani ^ Moltintas told reporters, 
e x plai ning the massive “no” vote. 


Savimbi returns from European 
tour after air offensive on UNITA 


chaos in East Germany has made 
the dream of a single fatherland 
almost unavoidable. 

Genscher and other politicians \ 
argued a neutralised G ermany . 
would be as destabilising for i 
Europe as a collapsing East Ger- 
magy and said West -.German 
territory nfust remain in NATO. 

“The optiem of a neutralised 
Germany is out,” Mkhada Gei- 


ger, foreign policy spokeswoman 
for Ch a n cel lor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian Democrats, said flatly. 


“It’s conceivable that no 
NATO troops would be stationed 
on the territory erf present-day 
East Germany, maybe even that 
a limited contingent erf Soviet 
troops ontid stay there for a 
certain tra n siti on period,” she 
said. 

Genscher said NATO and the 
Warsaw Pact would become more 
political in nature, focusing on 
verification of disarmament 
agreements, and dismissed «ne 
by some right-wing politicians for 
East German territory to he inte- 
grated into NATO. 


LISBON, Portugal (AP) — 
Angolan rebel leader Jonas 
Savimbi cut short a piannud visit 
to Western Europe Tuesday, 
saying the Angolan gove r n m ent 
had launched a major air o ffen - 
siv e a gainst stron gho lds of his 
UNITA guerrillas. 

Savimbi told reporters that 
waves of Soviet-supplied MSG 
and Sukhoi planes began bomb- 
ing UNITA territory in sooth east 
Angola Monday. 

He said the air raids were the 
worst since civil war eru p t e d in 
1975 between his U.S.-backed 
rebels and the Marxist govern- 
ment, which took power when 
Angola gained independence 
from Portugal. 

“It’s the first time m 14 years 
that we’ve had these sweeping 
raids,” said the rebel leader. Up 
to 14 places were being used in* 
single attacks, he added. 

A government o fficial con- 
torted Tuesday by telephone in 
the Angolan capital of Luanda 
d ecli ned, to confirm SavimbTs 
claim of intensive bombing raids. 

However, the official, who 
«ked no t to be identified, said* 
government forces were creating 
serious problems for (he rebels, 
provoking the sudden abandon- 
ment of Savimbi’s European 
tour. 

Savimbi arrived Saturday 


m- 


Iisbon for an eight-day visit. Af- 
ter Heaving Portugal he planned to 
visit other European countries 
iDdndmg Went Germany, Bel- 
gium said Switzerland. 

Despite the apparent intensifica- 
tion of the fighting, the rebel 
leader hinted chances for relaun- 
ching stalled talks to end the war 
had been increased by his visit to 
Portugal. * 

"There are movements 'again 
to start negotiations, there are 
contacts in Africa,” smd Savimbi. 

He efid not give details of possi- 
ble peace moves in Africa, but 
said Portugal had agreed to help . 
as a link between UNITA — tiie 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola — and 
tiie Angolan government. 

Savimbi said the air raids hit an - 
area between the Kuzumbia Riv- 
er and the rebel base of Mavinga, 
some 1,100 kilometres southeast 
of Luanda. 

For the firs t time, the An golan 
Air Force used sophisticated 
Sukhoi-25 ground attack planes 
supplied by the Soviet Union last 
year, Savimbi said. 

He said the area attacked was 
inhabited by about 11,000 civi- 
lians. 

The rebels shot down two 
Soviet-built MiG planes and cap- 
tured two . pilots, Savimbi . 
claimed. 


The United States supplies the 
rebels with Stinger ground-to-air 
missiles among a rep ort e d S50 


from Washington to UNITA. 

Savimbi insisted the rebels’ 
strategic Mavinga base was hot in 
danger of faffing to gove rn ment 
fences and - stressed the rebels* 
bUsh h eadquar ters at Jamba was 
not affected by the bombing. 

In Luanda, an Angolan milit- 
ary official claimed Mavinga was 
surrounded and could fall soon. 

The state-run news media in 
tiw Angolan capital made no 
mention Tuesday of any fighting 
in the smith. 


SavimbTs could not be 

independently verified. 

Savimbisaid he would ret urn 
to organise, ground - defences 
along the Lomba River, an im- 
portant natural barrier protecting 
rebel territory in .the south east. 

In erffensive launched late 
December, government forces re- 
portedly pushed through UNITA 
ter ri tory to the north bank of the 
Lomba but failed to take 
Mavinga. - 

SavimbTs visit to Fbrtbgal was 
the first since Angola became. 
ind epe nd ent. Savimbi had been 
defectively banned by Pcrtagncse 
authorities who refined » grant 
fife 'rehed . leader an entry visa. 
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Editor wins $1,600 
Jn libel case 


LONDON (AP) — Sunday 
Times editor Andrew Nett won. 
£1,000 ($1,600) in libel damages ' 
Tuesday from anews paper - that 
accused him erf demeaning "ms. 
position by defying witfaa cril. 
giri. The jury awarded Ins em- 
pjoyer. Tones Newspapers, just 
60 pence (SI). But the defendant , 
the Sunday Telegraph, was 
ordered to pay the costs. of ; the : 
case, estimated at £200,000 
($320,000). The high court jury 
decided that Neil, a 40-yea£o!d 
bachelor, was fibdedin a ea tto hn. _ 
and two. articles in the Stinday' 
Telegraph last March. “It’s a 
clem vindication. Dm d e li ght ed,” 
said Neil afterward. “It’s been a :: 
tough battle. Tin happy wtththe 
award.” Peregrine Worsthome, 
tiie former Sunday Telegraph edir 
tor who was named in the fibd 
suit, said the damages “were so' . 
derisory that it was as good as a 
victory.” “It was a case foat 
should never have been brought 
and Mr. Nefl should be ashamed - 
rtf himsrf f.-Let this case teach aB 
editors a lesson. Don’t sue*” 
Worsthome, 66, told reporters. 
Worsthome, in an editorial enti- 
tled “playboys as editor^” . 
claimed Nett’s four-month. affair 
with call giri Pamella Bordes ren- . 
dered him unfit to edit a qualify 
newspaper. NeO sued, cafimg\ 
Worsthome’ s editorial the “most v 
damag in g attack on nfy.profes^ 

* mtearitv” in his six years as 
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Sunday Tunes editor. He masted 
that contrary to what Worsthome 
wrote, he did not know_ Ms. 
Bordes was a call giri until after 
their affair ended. 


Noweddfhqs-on 
New York pier 


NEW YORK (AP) — New-Yor- 
kers are used to bring told what 
they can’t do in public spaces: No 
pariring . No dogs. No smolrinig. 

No left turn. But no 


foe East River, winch borders. 

Manhattan, - shows' & bride anjfr - 

groom inside foe international 
symbol for prohibition — a circle 
with a slam through- it. “ft’s, a 
funky rignand we made it insi J&n 
way,” Pqpartmept c&Vqi&^na4 
Trades: spokesman Frances - 
Resheske said, didn’t mean 
to imply- tiiat weddmgsVare - 
prohbited, just tbat peopfe joc 
not allowed to dose off foe pier 
fo. the public.” Resheske - Sand 
many cOTpk» hokting n 


at a nearby re staurant were ledto 
believe they could hcddjniyate 
ceremonies on the pier. -Tte pier 
has an unobstructed view of foe 
M a nh attan -skyfine and has be- 
come a popular pedestrian walk- 
way — and a wedding hot spot. 
“We were gettingeomplamts 
it was being dosed many Satur- 
days and Sundays fu the sum- 
mer,” said Resheske. “We’re not 
anti-weddings. If someone 
wanted to go out tomorrow with a 
judge and get married 'em the 
pier, fine. ... You just can’t dose 
it off.” Violators can be fined up 
to $5,000. 


Sammy Davis Jr. 
hospitalised 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Song 
and dance man Sammy DavkUr., 


who recently completed treat- 
meat for throat cancer, has been 
admitted to Cedm -Sinai Medical 
Centre for a gum mfection,' a 
spokesman said Tuesday; The 64- 
year-dd entertainer co ntracted 
foe infection after some dental 
work in which several teeth were 
removed, said hospital spokes-. - 
man Ron Wise. He bad drirtal 
work about a month ago and got 
nn infection in a coopte o£-biSr 
teeth, which were removed,” 
Wise said: “He’s being treated ■ 
for a second ranaH infection but 
he’s d oing wdL” Wise, who was ' 
con t acted at home, cook! not say 
when Davis was admitted. v > - 
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